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PREFACE. 


17 HOUGH the three following Sermons were at firſt compoſed only for the N f A. 
#hor's owun Congregation, be has, notwithſlanding, been induced to offer them to the Notice of ite 
Public, from a Conviction that every Perſon to whom Revelation is dear, ought to contribute bi; 
Mite, in one Way or other, in order to obviate the baneful Effe#ts of Deiſm ; and to flem the 
Torrent of Infidelity, which in its rapid Career, eſpecially in a neighbouring Nation, threaten; 
to inundate the World, and thus to overwhelm the human Species in the Gulph of Miſery 
and Ruin. 

As an Apology for the Plan purſued in theſe Diſcourſes for the above Purpoſe, it may be re- 
marked that, to ſecure Obedience, Nothing ſeems ſo rffeftual a Mean as the Allurement of 
preſent Advantesge. In any Emergency, convince Mankind that their immediate Tnter:f! ard 
Happingſi are deeply concerned, and you thereby lay hold of a moft powerful Motive fer rouſing 
their Exertions in Defence of ſuch Advantaget. 

Hence, to promote Obedience to the moral Precepis of Scripture, it needs, ane would imagine, 
but to be proved that fuch Obedience is the veſt Means 1ve can uſe, in order not only to avoid pre- 
ent Infeclicity, but ts attain the moſt pure and permanent, even of all «worldly Enjoyments ; and 
that when eue renounce our Bible, and depend ſolely upon Reaſon, (which, though the nobleft Fo- 
culty of the buman Mind, is yet, in the preſent Conſtitution of our Nature, at all Times fo lis 
able io be prejudiced and pervertei we then enter the High Road which in general leads to Tyree 
rance and Error, to Guilt and IWreatcledaeſs. Tt is therefore boped, that e peruſal of th: fol 
towing Diſcourſes will, in ſome Degree at leaf, tend to convince every wnprejudiced Mind, that, 
of all the Plans of Happineſs wwe can prſſibly deviſe, that of making the Rules of Scripture our 
Guide through Life, and their Promiſes of future Felicity our Hope in Death, is by far the mt 
Jubſlantial ; and the only one indeed, wobich bi neither mack our Purſuits nor diſappoint wr 
Hopes. On the Contrary, aue. ſhall find that this Mode of atiaining Happinſs will fully er. 
freer our reaſoncble Expetations here, and wil“, moreover, exalt us in the End to Honour, 


Cory, and Immoriuliiy in the Heavens, 
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PROVERBS III. 17. 


HER WAYS ARE WAYS OF PLEASANTNESS, AND ALL HER PAT TI 
ARE PEACE. 


Thoven in general it muſt be evident to every one in the leaſt 
converſant with the Bible, that the uniform tendency of its precepts is to 
promote the happineſs of mankind, both in this world and in that which is 
to come; yet, notwithſtanding this benevolent deſign, attempts have lately 
been made to derogate from its Sacred authority and truth; and by that 
means, to bring it into diſcredit and contempr. | 
An individual of our own nation, who, on account of his new theory of civil 
government, has lately attracted the attention of all Europe, and perhaps, 
of the greateſt part of the civilized world, is now unhappily endeavouring 
to diſſeminate opinions tending to falſify and ſet aſide the Holy Scriptures. 
An account of the propagation of thele deiſtical tenets has, to my certain 
knowledge, reached many of you: nay, if report ſays true, the book itſelt 
containing theſe doctiines is actually in the hands of ſeveral in this neigh- 
dourhood. I, therefore, confider it as my duty to obviate, as much as T 
poſſibly can, the very fertous evils which muſt unavoidably ariſe from the 
adoption of ſuch miſtaken and dangerous notions concerning revealed religion. 
I flatter myſelf, indeed, that moſt of you are {> well convinced of the 
truth and advantage of the Sacred Writings, that, in the words of an 
Apoſtle, ye will continue in the faith grounded and ſettled, and not be 
moved away from the hope of the Ogſpel which ye bave heard;* and 
therefore, that you will not part with your Bibles for all the gloomy 
doctrines which zt and dei can poſſibly ſpread abroad and inculcate 
A in 


esl. 1. 23. 


The word i is generally applied to him who diſbelieves Chriſllanity, or reje&s 
Jelus Chriſt and the Religion, Which He and his Apoſtles taught io the world. And a 
gift (who, alſo, is an inſidel) is one who, though he profeſſos to believe the being of u 
God, yet at the ſame time, deries ail revealed, and acknowiedges only natural, 
religion, or the dictates of his fallihle reaſon; and will not, of conrie, allow cle 
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in the world. Such doctrines, you may be fure, will only tend to make 
you unhappy, not only from their weakening your ſenſe of obligation to 
the practice of virtue, but alſo from their cruelly depriving you of that 
animating hope of a bleſſed and glorious immortality beyond the grave, 
brought to light by the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Even with regard to the preſent life, were you diligently to follow 
the directions of your Bible, you would ſoon be convinced, by happy 
experience, that Hiſdom's ways are ways of PLEASANTNESS, and that 
all her paths are pEXCs. | 

In diſcourſing therefore upon theſe words, I ſhall confine myſelf, chiefly, 
to the conſideration of the beneficial effects derived to us in this world 
from obeying the moral precepts of the Old and New Teſtament 

The maxim expreſſed in the text is of fo intereſting a nature that one 
would imagine we would ail be thereby induced to apply our hearts unts 
aviſdem, even the wiſdom that is from above, in order to acquire that 
delig'ful rranquillity of mind which is the natural and neceſſary conſequence 
of ſuch application: ſince, whatever promiſes to be the means of com- 
municating to us happineſs or pleaſure we gen-rally embrace with the utmoſt 
avidity. Pleaſure is, indeed, the grand purſuit of the ſons of men. The 
deſire of it is ſo congenial with our nature, that ſometimes, for the fake 
of purchaſing even a mementary enjoyment, man will not ſcruple previouſly 
to undergo the moſt fatiguing toils, and to encounter conſiderable 
difſiculties and dangers. 

It however unfortunately happens, that what, by the world, is generally 
denominated pleaſure, is often, in fact, the parent of pain, and the ſource 
of the greateſt infelicity. On this account, it is certainly well worth our 
attention to conſider what ſort of conduct ſeems chiefly adapted to ſecure 
the ſubſtantial poſſeſſion of that which is ſo much the univerſal purſuit, even 
of genuine and permanent pleaſure; that pleaſure which, from an impro- 
priety in the means commonly employed to acquire it, fo often eludes our 
oraſp, and at laſt leaves us chagrined and diſappointed. Nay, inſtead of 
obtaining what we ſo ardently purſued, we often unexpectedly find ourſelves 
plunged into an abyſs of wretchedneſs and ruin. 

To avoid this unhappineſs, then, and to acquire the poſſeſſion of the 
trueſt eaithly enjoyment, the conduct which I would earneſtly recommend 
to your moſt ſerious attention, is that which is recommended throughout 
the Bible, 

And to convince you that a conduct regulated in every reſpect by idem, 
or, in other words, by the precepts of Religion, is calculated, above ever) 


other method, to ſecure the happineſs, and therefore, the only true pleaſures 
22 of 
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of the preſent life, I ſhall beg leave to fer before you the chief moral precepts 
of Scripture, and to confider what effect, in regard to happineſs, the due 
obſervance of each of theſe is likely to produce in Hur lives. | 

In conducting this ſubject t may ſeem proper to begin with the ten 
commandments, which God himſelf dejiivered, by the mediation of Moſes, 
to the children of Iſtael while ſojourning in the Wilderneſs; not only 
becauſe theſe are the leading moral precepts of the Old Teftament, but 
becauſe our bicfſed Lord, when he came from heaven to earth, took every 
opportunity, both by his doctrine and example, to elucidate, confirm, and 
eſtabliſh them. To proceed then: 

J. In the firſt commandment we are taught to have no other Gods but 
one, even that one true God, who is the Almighty Maker ef heaven and 
tarth. 

Now this precept, if we conſider it aright, we ſhall find wiſely adapted 
to promote our temporal happinsſs. The heathen world, we know, had 
Gods many and Lords many; and ſome of theſe have been deſcribed as 
endowed with attributes the moſt debaſing and impure, and even ſhocking 
to relate, It may therefore eaſily be inferred, what fort of behaviour a 
contemplation of the character of ſach deities would naturally produce in 
their worſhippers. 

Accordingly we find that, not only in compliance with the evil propen- 
fties of corrupt nature, but alſo in imitation of the conduct of their imaginary 
deities, whoſe characters had no doubt been originally drawn to ſuit their 
depraved diſpoſitions, the heathens were accuſtomed to indulge in whatever 
their predominant inclinations prompted them to. With min , therefore, 
deeply corrupted, and whoily under the influence of the groſſeſt idolatry, 
they gave themſelves over unto laſciviauſneſi io work all uncleanneſ7 with 


treedineſ: , and, moreover, frequently practiſed, as acts of religious 


worſhip, ſuch vile and deteſtable enormities as cannot, without a violation of 
decency, be named amongſt Chriſtians. Yea, ſo much were they devoted 
to the worſhip of their abominable idols, and—in confequence thereof 
ſo deadened in their breaſts were the feelings of humaaity, that, ia theic 
blind, ſenſeleſs, and ſtupid zeal for their religion, they offered even 
human ſacrifices on their altars; nay, horrid to relate! they fcrupled 
not, in honour of their Gods, to make their ſons and daughters 72 pat; 
*brough the fire. 

” What 
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What fort of pleaſure, then, can we imagine, would mankind enjoy in fe 
deplorable a ſtate of human nature, as exhibired to our aſtoniſhed imaginations 
from a contemplation of the heathen world? Certainly, if any, the moſt 
irrational, wretched, and abſurd. 

But, to turn our thoughts from this diſmal review of the idolatrous 
heathens, let us, on the other hand, conſider the conſequence of worſhipping 
and obeying the che true God—of imitating the Divine Character as delineated 
in the Bible, which is that of a wiſe, juſt, good, and merciful Being—of 
one who wills the happineſs of all his creatures. The conſequence, then, 
of aQing thus, as every one who has fairly made the experiment will 
readily allow, is (ſpeaking merely as to this world)—to enjoy the preſent 
life with the trueſt reliſh and delight.—To be wiſe and good, to be juſt and 
holy, to be patient and pure, to be kind and merciful—this is to imitate the 
God of heaven, and this is to be happy—happy in ourſelves, and, in ſome 
degree at leaſt, to diffuſe happineſs on all around us. 

But let us further conſider that we, who are denominated chriſtians, may, 
in many reſpects, tranſpreſs this commandment, though we ſhould not 
profeſſedly pay adoration to the gods of the heathen world, nor to any 
created exiſtence whatever, ſuch as the ſun, moon, or ſtars ; or the likeneſs 
of an angel, or of any illuſtrious departed faint. Without, therefore, 
worſhipping theſe, or ſuch as theſe, we may juſtly be ſaid to forget the true 
God, when, contrary to the precepts of our Bible, we fix our affectiens on 
other objects, —on the accumulation of ſuperfluous wealth, for inſtance. In 
ſuch a caſe, it is evident that riches become the idol of our hearts. To all 


intents and purpoſes may we be {aid to worſhip theſe, and to negle& the 
Lord of heaven and earth, <vho givetn us paaber to get wealth. t We 
cannot, however, as our bleſſed Saviour informs us, /erve God and Mammon; 
and when we thus beſtow all our thoughts in contriving ſchemes to hoard up 
riches, we are undoubtedly guilty of a breach of this commandment, What, 
then, is generally the conſequence, ſuppoſing the greateſt ſucceſs to attend 
the purſuit of earthly gain? Is there any thing in accumulated wealth that 
can fully ſatisfy our deſires and render us happy? Let the experience of 
mankind anſwer and ſay whether the acquiſition of great riches has ever 
conferred felicity. So far from it, innumerable have been the inſtances where 
men, while in moderate circumſtances, have evjoyed a tolerable ſhare ef 
ſublunary happineſs, but who, afterwards, ia conſequence of the future 

abundance 
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1 


:bundance with which they haze been favoured by a bountiful Providence, 
unexpectedly experienced a large portion of mental infelicity. And the 


: teaſen of this is obvious. For, initead of being thankful to Heaven, and 
employing its gifts to the purpoſes for which they were beſtowed, they have 
5 forgotten the munificent hand that conteried theſe earthly bleſſings ; and 
q hare, over and above this, abuſed them to the purpules of vice and 
d extravagance, which have always miicry in their train. 
f Theſe venciits, therefore, Wen ought to have melted them into gratitude 
K and obedience, and of courſe, promoted their happineſs, have only ſerved 
1 to alienate their affections from Heaven, to increile their woridly cares, to 
| create new d-fires atter greater acquiſiwns, And, to pratity theſe deſires, 
at TH 
men ate often tempted to commit acts of {rand and injuſt ee, of cruelty and 
a opprefion, Thus are they rendered not only unhappy in themſelves, but 
e they, moreover, become the cauſe of unhappineſs and miſery to others. 
* Hence, we may infer, that as the all- wiſe Creator perfectly knows who 
of us are unable to reſiſt the temptations of proſperity; fo, out of a regard 
Ys to our happineſs, he often withholds it from us, and keeps us in low 
Ot 


circumſtances. Others, again, who are determined at all events to be rich, 
1 he permits to accompliſh their wiſhes, in order to punith them for their 
eevetouſneſy which is idolatry.* They that will be rich, favs an apoſtle, fall 
re, into temptation and a ſnare, and into many fooli/b and hurtful lufts wich 


ue run men in deſtruction and perdition. 

o Riches, indeed, acquired by fair means, and applied to promote the 
In glory of God, and the benefit of mankind, may prove a real bleſſing and a 
all dftinguiſhing favour of Heaven to the puflefſor, It is not, therefore, riches 
the themſelves, that deſerve our reprchenſion, but only the intemperate purſuit 
We of them; becauſe ſach purſuit is often productive of much miſery in the 


world. For how many are there amongſt us who, not c:8tent with the 
reits of a fair and honourable induffry, watch with anxious vigilance, every 
opportunity in order to defraud and over-reach ; and, notwithſtanding the 
generous and benevolent ſpirit of that hoiy religion which they profeſs, 
endeavour by all poſſible means. to engrols every profit and advartage to 
tiemſelves, and thereby, unfeelingly to deprive others of their fellow- 
creatures, even of the neceſſary means of {ubſiftcace! And this is a vice fo 
common and ſo infatuating, that numbers who are auiity of it can by no 
Means be perſuaded that they are {+ in reality. Tulead of allowing this, 
Wey are ever ready to fall upon any pretence whatever in order to excvſe 

B their 
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their avarice and to juſtifv their ſordid Nac ee Fuch, however, ougltt to 


remember, that cur Savizur warns us to Zake herd un heabare of covetouſueſi; 
and an apoſtle deciares that te love of money if the root of all evil. 1 And 
does not the fad and woctul experience of all ages evidce the truth of this 
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of the God of hv en, was hath enjoined us ſelf-derial and a tegulation of our 
inferiar apperitcs and paſſizns, as a means to prectude infelicity, and to 
promote our real pleaſure and well-being? And in order to be convinced, 
that they who thus give the reins to their eager defires after worldly 
greatneſs, or to the carnal propenſities of corrupt nature, become ebnoxious 
to cvory ſpecies of wretcliedneſs, (in which, we may remark, they alſo, 
along with theuftlees, frequently involve the innacem)) we need only refle& 
on the numbers who, in every age, have ſmarted under the laſh of forbidden 
indulgence ; or who, in conſequence of the aſpiring views of a reſtleſs and 
unbounded ambiion, have been precipitated from an elevated rank and 
ftation in life to the loweſt degradation, or reduced from a comfortable 
competency to the utmeſt penury and diſtreſs. Nay, if we look around 
us, how many may we cbſerve at pieſent, who are pining out a weariſome 
life ae and diſcaſe, ef want and wretchedneſs, from having ſpent their 
kenith and ſuabſtance in the fink of intemperance, and in an inordinate 
purſuit of worldly picaſure, or of a ſelfih pre-eminence | 

II. As, in the Frit commandment, we are erjoined to worſhip no otaer 
than the one tive Gd, even the Almighty Maker, Governor, and Judge 


of the 2 V, in the ſecond, we are prohibited the worſhipping of the 
true God under any fit of finviitude or ſymbol of the divine preſence; 
and are not, therefore, to repreſent cog ;nviſtble, the peerleſs Jehovah, ia the 
likeneſs of any creature ia heaven, in he eath, or in the waters; which, 
howerer improbable to us, has yet frequently been done by different 
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Now, if the breach of the firſt commandment, or the worſhipping of falſe 
Gods, has, as we have already ſeen, had ſo unhappy an inffugace on man- 
kind, the falſe worſhip of the true God, or the paying religious adoration 
to him through the medium of any viſihle form or figure, is no leſs calculated 
to corrupt the morals of men, ani! to make them unhappy, 

To be convinced of this we fhoutd remember, that the devout worſhip of 
God, as well as a ſincere obedience to his commands, can only proceed 
from the juſt and exalted notions we entertain concurning the Divine character. 
We ought to conſider him as a Being who 1s infiies in power, witdom, and 
goodneſs. who is a conſtant, thou! ind * witncl:, not only of tlie 
actiont of his creatures, bat of the very {hougbts and prerpifes of their hearts; 
who, moreover, betag a God ct info: 2 and holineſe, of courſe 
hates all iniquity, and will ſzrerely punich the deſpiſers of his laws, and the 
ally i impenitent; 3 but who, at the {ime time, as be relaineth nat bs Anger 
fer ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy, will pardau the iniquity and: paſs. 
by the tranſgrejion* of ſuch as truly turn unto him; and will, over and 
above, confer upon them and upon all his faithful and obedient ſervants- 


innumerable and ineſtimable benefits and ble!lings both here and hereafter. 


But what. exaited notions of the nature of the Deity, or whit reverence 
for him can we be ſuppoſed to entertain, When he is fer forih to us in the 
likeneſs of an ox or a calf, (and by the latter of thelz, the rebellious Uraclites, 
more than once, repreiemed che true Gut) or even of any created being 
infinitely ſuperior to theſe in the ſcale of exiſtence? 

When the Supreme Lord of: the Univerſe, I fey, is thus degradiagly 
exhibited to our view, our veneration for him mut deaenerace into mere 
luperſtition, or rather, we mutt have no vearation for him at all. Hencz 
mu enſue a contempt of his laws. And when men have once caſt of ail 
regard for the laws of the Muſt High, they wil! not ſeruple (provided it can 
be done without incurring che penalty cf human laws) to give free and ful! 
indulgence to their itregular appetites. And what mutt follow fram hence 
but, in general, every ſpecies of infelicity and wretcheilneſs ? 

To make you farther ſenſible of the miſery conſequent on the breach of 
this commandment, reſlect ou thc heat CN nations or n 42 1 of * 02 
were, originally, poſſeſied of the knowledgg ef the true God, and inſtrudded 
in the worthip.due unto his Name. But, by. ful! og 112 Unt Of tmndir OW 4 
corrupt hearts, and hcarkening to the togettir gs:ef ihe Temper, tbe 
grand Adverilary and Enemy of maakind, they began to ſet up, as tepie- 


lentations of the Deity, images of various kinds, tits Work of their own 
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hands, and through theſe, to worſhip the Lord Jehovah. Proceeding 
thus from bad to worſe, they came at length to pay divine adoration to the 
images themlelves. When they knew God. they glorified him not as God, 
but changed his glory into an image. mate lite to corruptible man, and to 
birds and fur fected beafts, and creeping things —and worſhipped and 


ferved the creature more than the Creator.*® "Ihe conſequence of which 


was, that at laſt they became ſo thoroughly depraved, and ſo totally 
regardleſs of every duty required of them by the God of heaven, as to be (ia 
the words of St. Paul) filled with all unrighteruſneſs, fornication, wickedneſq, 
covetouſneſs, malicicuſneſs ; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity ; 
ewhiſperers, backbiters, haters of Gad, deſpiteful, proud, boaſfters, inventors of 
evil things, difſobedient te parents, without underſtanding, covenant-breakers, 
avithout natural affetion. implacable, unmerciful + Now it is evident, that 
ſuch a ſhocking complication of vices could not fail of producing, in thoſe 
who were guilty of them, the moſt conſummate wretchedneſs. 

Contemplate aiſo the nations in the world who are at preſent notorious for 
the worſhip of images, and behold the groſs immoralities that prevail ! and 
where immoralities prevail, your own experience will teach you, miſery 
prevails in proportions 

Hence may be clearly ſeen the goodneſs of the Almighty to us, conſidered 
only with regard to the preſent life, in confining our religious adorations 
to himſelf alone. 

Be perſuaded, then, that in order to be happy in this world, you mult 
not only worſhip no other than the one true, inviſible, eternal God, who 
ſpoke into exiſtence the ſtupendous fabric of the Univerſe ; but alſo, you 
maſt worſhip him in a devout and proper manner—zz ſpirit and in truth} 
and without the intervention of any viſible repreſentation of his tremendous 


and incomprehenſible Majeſl y. 

III. The third commandment prohibits the taking of the name of God is 
vain. And this we may be ſaid to do. 1ſt. when, in a court of juſtice, 
we ſwear a falſe oath; for this is moſt daringly and impiouſly calling upon 
our Maker to be witneſs to a lie. 2dlv. when, through a contracted and 
abominable habit, we frequentiy uſe, in gur common converſation, the name 
of God, or of any thing ſacred, in a light, th:ughtleſs, and irreverent 
manner. Or, laſtly, when, through the heat © path vr, we curſe and ſwear, 
and in drea ful ex-crations, invoke the vengeance of Heaven upon ourſelyes, 
or upon thoſe of cur fellow-creatures with whom we have any concerns. 


Nou, 


Rem. i. 21, 23, 23. | Rem. i. 29, 30. zr. 4 þ Johniv, 23. 


* 


Now, san any thing leflen more our reverence for the Almighity, and 
conſequently, more deprive us of happineſs, by weakening our ſenſe of 
obligation o the obedience of che divine lee. than thus wantonly and 
wickedly trifling with the Sacred Name cf Cod, and by our blaiphemous 
ſper ches inſu.ting the Supreme Mjeſty of heaven ond earth ? 

Beſides, it is ſcarcely poſſible to con*eive any thing ſo ſockino, or ſo 
rating to the ears of people cf decency as the profane langusge of a 
commmn ſwearer. To hear a perſon, on every trifling vccrfin, pruring 
forth a torrent of need{c!s maths, fihng up the vacuines of his empty Ciſconrſe 
wit! / unmeaning execrations, and in horrid accents calling for damnation on 
his un foul, or on the ſon's of irs neighb ers. mnt certainly wound the 
feeliros of every one prejent who tas a regard tr God und rolipion's or, 
fettig that afide, a regar:! for common decency. And {» univerſiliy does 
this vice prevail that feidom can we 05 inte anv aueh bh company, but 
our cars are almoſt inceſiantiy ſtunned with gathe and curt-s, 

One would indeed imagine that, conſidering how vuigar, tude, and 
bluſtering the language of the ſwearer is, his odioas cultom would be 
altogether banithed, at lealſt from the polite warld, were it only on the ſuore 
of common good manners, an from a wii not to oifend the cars of peaple 
ef education and good»breeding. nd it mutt be owned that, whatever 
others may do, the zruly polite will abhor this detemab:e habit: tor it is 
certainly inconſiſtent with, and far beneath, the character of a really polite 
and benevolent man to wound the ieeiings of his 1210w- Creatures with the 
barfa and vulgar languege of raprecation. 

Hence it is evident that the prohibition in this commandment has a manifeit 
tendency to prumote our 6wn happineſs, and ally that of thoſe around us, 
by inducing in all a deceor and engaving converſations 

IV. In the fourth commandment we are enjoined to keep the ſabbath-day 
holy, and not to follow our uſual employments of budily labour, or the 
exzrci{2 of ſuch trades and caitin's es are lawtul only on other days. And, 
conlidered merely under a temporal view, nothing could have been contrived 
more favourable to the inteteſts cf humanity, or the general goud of mankind 
than this precept. 

Had unfeeling man been leſt to himſelf to regulate the labours of his 
dependem brethren, and to pronounce when they were to work and when 
torett, it is more then probable that the lower orders of mankind would, in 
the coauris of a Ka vers, have been worn out with the inceilant tail of the 
hands and {ſweat ut che brow. 

The brute-creation, too, we may ſup, would 2055 ares the ſawe 
fate. For ſincs the defire of the coverons novel is ſatise d; on the contrary, 
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fince the increaſe of wealth generally begets, in a heart devoted to the 
world and under the influence of avarice, a more ardent thirſt and purſuit 
after earthly poficlions,* we may natutally conclude that the lower 
ranks of men, together with the labouring part of the inferior animals, 
wouid, in tro many inftinces, have been condemned to almoſt perpaual 
toit, in cider to comply wah the infatiabie defires of heir avaiicious 
employers. No rewurrs of a ſeventh Gay or fabtath of refit, would law 
occurred to retieth the weaty umbs of the labourer, cr to recrv:: the 
exbauficd Rrenpth of we burfe or the ox. 

How wile, then, is the reonlation of one Cav in ſeven for the purp ſes 
oi ret and refreſhment to the weary ! Ever the expectation of a returning 
Cay et caſe tends to alleviate the toil of the peaſant, and to enable him to ge 
trough his uluat afk with atacrity and cheeriuin:is, 

This regulation cf one day of itt in ſeven, ſeems alſo wiſely conirived 
for pr: mcting and cariving on the ſecular buſineſs of human life. More 
frequent intervals of ceſſation from labour would appear but il adapted for 
advancing our worldly concerns; whereas, if ſuch intervals lefs often 
recturred, ſtill no advantage, it is probable, would thereby accrue to ary une. 
For though, in this latter caſe, the intereſts of the higher orders might 
ſeem to be promoted, yet, in reality, would it be otherwiſe. Tais will 
appear evident if we conſider that the time thus appropriated to work, 
being protracted beyond a reaſonable duration, would certainly render the 
proſpet of returning reſt diſtant and cheerleſs to thoſe engaged in {rvile 
employments ; who, dilkeartened with the idea of long and immoderate 
confinement to their reſpect: ve occupations, could, probably, perform lels 
work for their employers than when indulged with more frequently returning 
days of eaſe and relaxation. 

To the above obſervations it may perhaps be obje&ed, that the State would 
have taken care to {title the proper intervals of reit and labour, ſuppoling no 
ſuch diſtributian of time had been derermincd by the divine law. Now, 
admitting this to have been the cate,—though it is by no means certain, that 
any State would have fixed ſuch intervals in a manner fo ſuitable to the 
gencral benefit of mankind as they are at preſent, —yet, we may eabily 
Conccive, that no human Jaws whatever could have produced that decent 
regularity, order, and tranquillity which invariably attend the due obſervance? 
of the fourth commandment—the keeping holy the ſabbath day, and joining 


zn the public worſhip of God. 
When 


* Crcſcentem ſequitur cura pecuniam 
Mz:jorumque fames. Hor. E. iii. ODE 16. 17. 
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he what a placid ſzrenity does it diffuſe over the mind, to behold a whole 
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j 
ie When men are not under the neceſſity of following their daily labour, af 
It they will generally employ themſelves in ſometh g or other, A Gefire of 0 
er pleaſ:re will 64tuzally lead thoſe who have no ferfe of religiun on their | 
ls, minds to reſtrain them from the practice of vice, to an indulgence of their | 
al animai appetites, and that even to excels. This, again, will frequentiy 4 
us involve them in difficuiiies, and f courſe make them unhappy, it not þ 
ut wretched and miſerable. On the contrary, where 2 ſpitit of religion prevails, 0 
Fl. 


neig dourhood of people uniting, as it were, in a bond of brotherly love and 
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ſes affectioan, and all in clean, neat. and decent apparel, refortinp from every 
ng qua: er of their pariſh to the Rouſe of God, in order to offer up their 
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og devotions to their common Father in heaven, and to declare their faith 
in, and dependence for ſalvation upon, their common Lord and Saviour 
ed Jelus Chriſt ! 


ore Alſo, what beneficial effects muſt it have on ſociety in general, thus 
for publicly and weekly to aſſemble tor the pious purpole of worſhipping our 
ten Almighty Creator, in whom ave live, and move, and have our being. 
ne. Conſidered with regard to the principles on which it is eftabliſhed, how 
ght great a tendency muſt ſuch a practice have to unite mankind as brethren, 
will and to promote amongſt them mutua! offices of kindneſs, humanity, and love! 
rk, The intervals of public worſhip, too, when employed as the Bible directs, 
the contribute much to render us eaſy, tranquil, and happy. Inſtead of drunk- 
vile enneſs, gaming, card-playing, and other idle and diſorderly recreations, 
rate which the irreligious part of mankind. in their leiſure moments, are apt to 
leſs engage in on the Lord's day, we obſerve the devout Chriſtian, after the 
ing hours of public worſhip are over, applying kimfelt to reading, to meditation, 
to prayer, and to improving and uſeiii company and conve:fation,—all 
uld which naturally tend to harmonize the affections, and to produce in the 
n mind a peace which paſſeth all underflanding. 
OW, Thus far 1 have fet before you the happy tendency of the firſt four 1 
that commandments of the decalogue, which teach us our duty to God: 1 now i 
the proceed to a conſideration of the remaining ſia, which ſet forth our obiigations 0 
fly to our tellow-creatures. The frft of theſe is the | 
cent V Fifth commindment, which enjoins us to honour our father and 1 
nc: mother, that is, to love, reverence, and obey them, And what peace or 7 
ning happens can we expect to ſæe amongt mankind without a cordial and | 


conſcientious regard to this amiable precept? Indeed the violation of it is 
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ſo unnatural and odious a crime, that ſcarcely can we conceive any thing 
more ſhocking than ditobsdience and want of affection in children towards 
their parents, even towards thoſe to whom, under God, they owe their 
very exiſtence. and who are ever ready to facrifice their own eaſe and 
comfort to the advantage and proſperity of their offspring. He, there fore, 
that is capable of deſpiſing the advice and admonition of a parent who is 
thus ſolicitous for his real welfare, and who hat! toiled, and felt, and wept 
for him, is a monſter of ingratitude,—a menfter in nature with whom we 
thould think it unſsfe to aſſociate, and whoſe exiſtence, indeed, would 
ſcarcely ſeem credible, did not inſtances of it but too frequently occur. 

To be convinced of the temporal advantage of obeying the precept nnder 
conſideration, we need but refle& on the harmony in familics—on the mutual 
comfort and mutual happineſs they enjoy—in conſequence of a due obſervance 
of this command, What can more gladden the heart of a parent than the 
reſpeAfu] and attentive behaviour of a dutiful and obedient child! What 
comfort ſo ſolacing to declining years as the affectionate and aſſiduous regard 
of a virtuous and pious offspring! 

On the other hand, what heart-felt fatisfation muſt that child experience, 
who is conſcious to himſelt, that in no one inftance has he refuſed to liften to 
the falutary inſtructions of a father or a mother deeply anxious to promote his 
well-being; that whenever veceſſity has required, he hath been ſolicitcuſly 
careful to ſupply the wants, to mitigate the infirmities, to footh the ſorrows, 
of a parent labouring under the preſſure of any of the numerous evils of lite; 
and that during the frigid ſeaſon of old age, he hath tenderly ſupported the 
roitering and enfeebled ſteps of thoſe who, with the utmoſt folicitude, 
watched over his helpleſs infancy, and it may be, toiled early and late to 
procure him a ſuſtenance, until ſuch time as he was able to procure it for 
himſzif! Happy the child who has thus contributed to render the evening 
of life calm, mild, and ſerene to the age and venerable pair to whom he 
owes a debt of gratitude too immenſe ever to be fully diſcharged ! : 

Now, beſides the bleſſing of long life promiſed in this commandment te 
affectionate and obediem children, and which, perhaps, (as attentive obſerva» 
tion might probably evince) is generally conferred on thoſe who have been 
eminent for filial piety —beſides this, I ſiy, the reflection of having acted 
in the manner deſcribed above towards our parents, muſt, at every furvre 
period of life, afford to the dutiiful child, a truly genuine and ineffable 
pleaſure ;—and the more fo, as ſuch may reaſonably hope, that, ſhouis be 
ever become a parent, his own children, in their turn, will prove a como! 


aud a bleſſing to Eimſelf. 
VI. Cl 
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VI. Of ali the black and numerous train of vices that unhappily infeſt the 
world, murder, which is the crime forbidden by the ſixth commandment, is, 
by far, the moſt ſhocking and horrid. The love of life is ſo inherent in the 
human breaſt, and the privation of it ſo abhorrent from our nature, that 
whatever threatens its deſtruction appears to us in the moſt alarming view. 
The infliftion of pain, too, and often, of the moſt excruciayng torments, 
with which the cruel act of deſtroying life, is generally accompanied, tends 
further to make us abhor the violation of this precept. 

Nothing would appear more terrible to moſt of us than the ſudden and 
unexpected information, that, in a little time, and by a violent means, we 
were to be deprived of vital exiſtence, Such news would be apt to affect us 
with the moſt freezing horror, and to congeal, as it were, the very blood 
in our veins. We may ſuppoſe the caſe of a condemned criminal. How 
does it rend the heart of the unhappy culprit to hear the dreadful ſentence 
pronounced upon him! With. what mournful accents does he bitterly 
lament his hapleſs fate, and in the moſt forcible and moving language, 
implore for mercy, and entreat only to ſpare the life of a wretch, who will 
cheerfully ſubmit to whatever other puniſhment it may be deemed neceſſary 
to inflict unpon him! 

Every moral precept of the Bible ſeems, indeed, ſo well calculated to 
preſerve our preſent ſtate of exiſtence to its greateſt natural duration, and 
thereby to promote and prolong our happineſs, that whatever has the moſt 
diſtant tendency to render our life uncomfortable, or to deprive us of it, is 
ſtrictly forbidden. The practice of every vice, theretore, that may injure 
our health, and by that means, ſhorten our period of exiſtence 1n this 
world, is prohibited by the law of God. 

There are, however, inſtances in which we may be ful to be afflicted by 
Providence, or deprived of preſent pleaſure ; but theſe are ſuch as are per- 
mitted only in order to puniſh us for our fins, and in the end to do us good, 
Indeed, ſuch is the connection which the Almighty hath eſtabliſhed between 
guilt and miſery, that this kind of ſuffering is the natural, and generally the 
unavoidable, conſequence of a deviation from the divine law: and in ſuch 
caſes, we ought to conſider that, in thus afflicting us, it is the benevolent 
deſign of Heaven to induce us to forſake our evil ways, and thereby, to 
render us happy. God, we are told, does not willingly grieve or aflidt the 
clilaren of men, His chaſtiſements, therefore, are to be conſidered as pro- 
ridential mercies—as inſtances of his love, and are evidently intended to fave 
us from what would be infinitcly greater puniſhment, namely, the fatal 
conſequences of a perſeverance in iniquity. As a kind father, with a deſign 
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tn reform his children, cortects them when they do amiſs, fo the Father of 
mercies correQs the children of men, and viſns them with afflictive diſpen. 
ſitions, in order to induce them to forfake the error of their ways, and thus 
to fave them from eternal puniſhment; and perhaps, too, from many ſeverer 
temporal evils, and often from an untimely end, which might otherwiſe 
—hars befallen them, Accordingly, we are told that whom the Lord loveth he 
corro(Teth, even as a father the ſon in whom he delighteth * And in another 
portion of Scripture the Almighty is faid e chaſten us that we may b. 
prirtakere of bis bolinsſs.f 

In a word, it muſt be evident to every intelligent and impartial peruſer cf 
the Bible, the religion of which breathes throughout ſuch a ſpirit of benevo- 
lence and love, that one intention of the great Father of all by it, is to 
promote good-will and friendſhip among his creatures, and thereby to 
prevent broils, quarrels, and fightings, by which the life of man 1s always 
endangered, and often deſtroyed, But I am now afraid that before I have 
done, I ſhall be treſpaiing on your time, and ſhall therefore haſten to the 
conſideration of the | ; 

VII. Seventh commandment, which is the next in order, and which, 
like the reſt, when duly obſerved, muft greatly conduce not only to the 
preſervation, but to the increaſe, of domeſtic and ſocial peace and happinefs, 
This will be manifeſt from reflecting on the ſad conſequences that frequently 
enſue from the breach of this precept. | 

And to make you ſenſible of theſe conſeqences, or cf the temporal evils 
that are, in general, the bitter fruits of adultery (which is the ſubjzeR of the 
prohibition in this command,) you need only look abroad into the world, 
and view its baleful effects, 

In the firſt place, when either one or both of the offending parties are 
martied. For in this caſe, what mifery in families has the ſin of adulter) 
rroduced! The once amiable pair, who were happy in themlſeives, 
happy in a lovely offspring, and who, perhaps, diſpenſed happineſs to many 
xround them, have been rendered completely and faperlatively wretched by 
the enſnaring demeanour of an inſinuating ſtrumpet, or the artful and too 
ſucceſsful attempts of a deſigning debauchee. Even murder itſelf has not 
unfrequently been the conſequence of the infringement of this law of the 
Decalogue. 

This precept, in the next place, forbids Zrxicaticr, or ſuch intercourk: 


and connection betwixt fingle perſons of both ſexes as is conſiſtent only 
with 


Prev, iii. 12. + Heb. ii. 10, 
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which we are now confidering, it is very evident that the peace of ſociety is 
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with a ſtate of marriage. But alas! in innumerable irſtarces is the divine 
law, in this reſpect, broken down and trodden under foot. Almoſt every 
neighbourhood will furniſh us with examples, which but too truly confirm 
the truth of this remark. And it is evident alfo that on ſuch untappy 
occalions, the female character, more eſpecially, is materially blemiſhed. 
For he, who is known to have once forteited her chaſti: v, is generaily lett, 
ever after, to pine out a ſolitary life of neglect aud contempt. The author 
of her misfortune, however, is certainly, of the two, the more criminal in 
the ſight of God and of all good men; though the world is but too apt, un- 
generouſly, to place the chief reproach on the weaker ſex. What fatisizQion, 
however, ſuch ravagers of female honour may er;oy, can only be momentary, 
Shame, and contempt, and bitter remorſe, muit, on the whole, be the 
inevitable fruits of ſuch forbidden pleaſure. 

VIII. In the eighth commandment we are taught not to ſteal ; that is, 
we are not, either openly, or ſecretly and without his knowledge, to ſeize 
upon the goods of our neighbour, and appropriate them to our own ufe. 
Neither are we by fraud, or by any other ſiniſter means, to deprive him of 
any part of his property, however ſmall that part may be. Allo, when we 
withhold from one another what in reaſon and in juſtice is due, we may be 
ſaid to violate this commandment. | | 

Now in theſe, and in all other inſtances of tranſgreſſing the divine precept 


diftuibed and broken, and people are deprived, in part at leaſt, of their 
means of ſubſiſtence. Were ſuch violations, therefore, to become general, 
mankind muſt be reduced to the hard neceſſity of continually waging war 
with one another in order to protect or to reſcue their property, as is the 


eaſe with many ſavage tribes of the earth, upon whom the Sun of Rivhtecu/* 


neſt has not yet ariſen and illuminated by the light of his Sacred Word. 
On this account; every nation on the Globe where the Bible has been 
introduced, has, in conformity to the divice law, taken care to guard the 
property of its individual members by the enaction of laws, ſanctioned and 
enforced by the denunciation of puniſhmeurt proportioned to the magnitude 
of the offence, or the demerit of the offender, 

IX The ninth commandment forbids us to infinvate or propagate fa'ſe. 
hoods of any kind concerning cur neighbuur. It prohibits all lying, tattling, 
tale - bearing :—alſo, all falſe ſwearing, or teſtifyipg concerning one another; 


either in a court of jaſtice or elſewhere, what we know to be void of veracity, 
0& what we do not know to be trifily true. 
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Now, when we a@ thus towards a fellow-creature, we certainly do him a 
piece of very great injuſtice. We occaſion his character which hitherto 
was unblemiſhed, to be called in queſtion by the world, and thereby 
leflen, or totally deſtroy, the good opinion mankind had entertained of him, 


And this, again, muſt not only be a matter of grief and pain to himſelf, but 


muſt alſo prevent his doing all the good to thoſe around him, which he 
might otherwiſe have done by his advice and example, deriving authority 
and weight from a fair and unſullied reputation. 

When people are thus guilty of ſpreading malevolent whiſpers and aſper- 
ſions concerning one another, they evidently diſcover a ſpirit diametrically 
oppoſite to that of charity and benevolence, ſo much recommended through- 
out the Bible. And hence muſt enſue animoſities, quarrels, and ftrife, ſo 
teazing and ſo tormenting to mankind. 

Beſides, he who tranigreſſes this commandment in any of the afore- 


mentioned inſtances, muſt, if he has any feeling of conſcience remaining, 


experience at times conſiderable uneaſineſs. A tormentor, created by 
himſelf, will reſide within his breaſt. His conſcience will frequently fly in 
nis face, and upbraid him with having deſpoiled his neighbour of his good 
name, a property accounted by many more ſacred than any earthly poſſeſſion 
whatever; nay, even than life itſelf. The preſent advantage therefore 
reſulting from a due attention to this precept is clearly manifeſt. 

X. In the tenth commandment we are forbidden to covet the goods of 
our neighbour ; that is, we are prohibited all immaderate and unlawful 
deſires of poſſeſſing one another's property. And that this prohibition is 
intended to promote our preſent tranquillity will be ſufficiently evident, it 
we conſider that covetouſneſs is a very uneaſy and tormenting paſſion. An 
:mmoderate deſire to poſſeſs that which belongs to another, eſpecially when 
it is Contrary to his inclination to part with it, and when, on that account, 
there is but little reaſon to expect that that deſire can ever be gratified, 
frequently agitates the mind of the covetou whom the Lord abborreth,* 
with the moſt uneaſy ſenſations. And hence, while he is not able to compab 
the object of his ardent wiſhes, he becomes his own tormentor. 

Bat thould the envious and ſelfiſh deſires of the covetous perſon ſo far gain 
the aſcendancy over him, as to prompt him, contrary to all reaſon and juſtice, 
violently to invade the poſſcſhons of another; and ſhould he, moreover, be 
ſucceſsful in his rapacious attempts, and be able to wreſt from his neighbour 
that property to which he has no fort of right ;—though, in this caſe, be 
himſelf 


19) 
himſelf may enjoy a ſort of temporary gratification, ſo far as the mind of a 
bad man can do ſo, yet the perſon whom he has thus circumvented and 
injured muſt, no doubt, fee! ſome degree of uneaſineſs, though it may by no 
means be the uneaſineſs of guilt. 

Hence you ſee that covetouſneſs, or an unjuſt and violent inclination to 
poſſeſs what belongs to another, is a vice which always torments the perſon 
who harbours that paſſhon in his breaſt ; and which alſo, in ſome ceics at 
leaſt, renders uneaſy the perſon whoſe property 1s coveted. 

To corroborate and confirm the juſtneſs of theſe obſervations on 15s 
Decalogue, I ſhall further lay before you a few, and but a verv few, 1 
other moral precepts and maxims of the Old Teſtament ; ſince to ca 
the whole contained in that Sacred Book would be an endleſs, and. probabiy, 
to many of you, a needleſs taſk. Texts of Scripture to this purpoſe, will 
readily offer themſelves to the recollection of every one who is converſant in 
Holy Writ. | | ; 

Conſider then the following, all eminently adapted to promote the true 
pleaſure, peace, and happineſs of rational creatures. TIF thou lend money to 
any of my people that is poor by thee, thou ſhalt not be to him as an «ſarer, 
neither Salt thou lay upon him uſury* Thou Galt not raiſe a falſe report: 
put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrightecus witneſs. 
ye reap the harveſt of your land, thou /olit not wholly reap the earners of 
thy feld, neither foalt thou gather the glearmgs of thy harveſt ;—thou bal 
leave them for the peor and lranger: I am the Lord your Ged. Ye ſhall 
not ſteal, neither deal falſely, neither lie one to another. Ye hall not ſwear 
by my name falſely, neither Salt thou proſane the name of thy Jed: I am 
the Lord. Thea ſhalt net defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him. Thou 
Halt not curſe the deaf, ner put a ſtumbling black before the blind. Ye ball 
a) nm unrighteruſneſs in judgment, thou [halt not reſpet the perſon of the 
pecr, nor honour the perſon af the mighty; but in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou 
judge thy neighbour. Thou fhalt nat go up and d5wn as a tals-bearer among 
my people. Thou Halt not hate thy brother in thine heart : thou ſhalt in any 
wie rebure thy neighbour and not ſuffer Jin upon him. Thou jhalt not avenge 
%r bear any grudge againſt the children of thy peaple ; but thou ſhall love thy 
neighoour as thyſelf: Ye Hall keep my ſabbaths aud reverence my fanuary : 
Tam the Lord, Thou Salt riſe up before the heary head, and honour the ce 
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of the old man, and fear thy God. The flranger that davelletb with you hall 
be unto» you as one born amongſt you, and thou Halt love him as thy ſelf 
That which is altogether juſt thou ſhalt follow.* Thou halt not ſez thy 
brother's ox or his ſheep go aſtray, and hide thyſelf from them, thou ſhalt in 
any caſe bring them again unto thy brother. And if thy brother be not nigh 
unto thee, or if thou know him not; then thou ſhalt bring it unto thine owy 
houſe, and it hall be with thee until thy brother ſeek after it, and thou ſhalt 
reftore it to him again. In like manner Salt thou do with his aſs, and fo 
Salt thou do with his raiment, and with all lei things of thy brother's, 
ewhich he hath Iſt, and thou haft found ſhalt thou do likewiſe. Thou Hal. 
not ſee thy brother's aſs or his ox fall down by the way and hide thyſelf from 
them; thou ſhalt ſurely help him to lift them up again. ——He that ruletl 
over men muff be juſt, ruling in the fear of God F Ceaſe from anger and 
forſake wrath : fret not thyſelf in any wiſe to do evil.} Defend the pur 
and the fatherleſi : do juſlice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor ard 
needy : rid them out of the hand of the wicked.—— Behold how good and 
pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity — ſn, hear the 
inſtrudtion of thy father, aud forſake not the law of thy mother. If ſinner; 
entice thee conſent thou not. I Whoſo committeth adultery with a woman 
lacketh under/landing ; he that doeth it dæſircyetb his caun foul. A wound 
and diſbongur all he get; and his reproach ſhall not be wiped aauay.— 
The hand of the diligent maket rich. Lying lips are an abomination to 
the Lord: but they that deal truly are his delight ——Righteouſneſs exalteth 
a nation ; but fin is a reproach to any pecple. Every cne that is proud in 
*. bGeart is an abomination io the Lerd. The hoary head is a crown of glory if it 
. be found in the way rigbteouſneſt.— The beginning of ſtrife is as when 
; one letteth out water ; therefore leave off contention before it be meddled with. 
He that juflifieth the wicked, and he that cendemneth the juſt, even they b:t6 
are an abomination to the Lord. — A falſe witnef5 ſhall not be unpuniſbed, 
and he that ſpeaketh lies ſhall not eſcape. The diſcreticn of man deferre!h 
"is anger; and it is his glory to paſs over a tranſgreſion.— If is an honour 
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all for a man to ceaſs from ſtriſe: but every feel auill be meddling. —=To de 
7 ſullice and judgment is more acceptable ts the Lord than ſacrifice Frais 
thy up a child in the way he ſhould go; and when he is old he will not depart 
7 from it.—=The drunkard and the glutton ball come io poverty: and 
ich drowſineſs all clothe a man with rags —— Vine own friend and thy father 
8 friend forſake not. — He that maketh haſte to be rich ſball not be innocent. 
alt Remove far from me vanity and lies, give me neither poverty nor riches, 
6 feed me with food convenient for me; leſt I be ſull and deny thee, and ſay, 
”;, Who is the Lord ? or leſt I be pror and fleal, and take the name of God in vain 
m—— Ceaſe to de evil; learn to do well; ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed ; 
om judge the fatherleſs ; plead fer the aui don. t Moe unto them that riſe up early 
leth, in the morning that they may follow flrong drink, and continue until night 
and till wine inflame them. Be not proud. Return ye every one from his evil 
oor way, and make your ways and your doings good. Thus faith the Lord, 
ard Execute ye judgment and righteouſneſ;, and deliver the ſpoiled out of the hand 
and of the opprefſor ; and de ns wrong, db no violence to the flranger, the fatherleſi, 
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the mr the widow, neither ſhed innocent blood in this place. Woe unto him that 1 

, 7 . . , . Wu; 
1 . buildeth his houſe by unrighteouſneſs ; that uſeth his neighbour's ſervice without 7 
On wages, and giveth him not for his work, Woe unto him that giveth his k 


od neighbour drink, that putteſt thy bottle to him, and makeſt him drunken alſ9.\ 
2 Let none of you imagine evil againſt his brother in your heart. Have *ve 
5 rot all ons. father ? Hath not one God created us? Why do aue deal treacherouſly 
wTl every man againſt his brother. Let none deal treacherou/ly againſt the wife 

of bis youth.|| 
Having thus gone over the ten commandments, as well as laid before 
you a few other moral texts of Scripture ſelected from the Old 
Teſtament in the order of the ſeveral books, and of the like import as the 
former, I ſhall reſerve what I have to ſay reſpecting the morality of the 
New Teſtament, and the conſideration of ſome other vſcful matters till a 
future opportunity. In the mean time, from what has already been faid, 
vou muſt be convinced that theſe commandments are all Y, iu, and 
Cod; 
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good ;*—that in keeping of them there is great reward ;t+—yea, that they tend 
to promote the happineſs of the world above any human inſtitution whatever; 
and that, therefore, were they univerſally obeyed, univerſal trenquillity 
would be diffuſed over the face of the earth. Aore, on this account, are they 
to be defired than goid ; yea, than much fine gold: faveeter alſo than honey 
and the honey comb.s 

Coaſider, then, how much you muſt be your own enemy, and the enemy 
of mankind by living in diſobedience to the divine law ; and, on the contrary, 
how greatly you would advance your own preſent welfare, and that of thoſe 
around you, were you ſtudious to obey the precepts of the Bible. 

Having ſuggeſted this important conſideration to your minds, I take leave 
for the preſent with ſupplicating the Divine bleſſing on the words that have 
been ſpoken : may they make a deep and laſting impreſhon on the hearts 
of aij who hear me, and induce every one to walk in all the commandment; 
and ordinances of the Lord blameleſt. J God grant this for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 


to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and glory now 


and for erer. Amen. 


Rom. vii, 12. | + Pſalm xix. 11. | $ Pſalm xix. 10, | q Luke i. 9. 
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SERMON II. 


PRO VERBSC, III. 17. 


HER WAYS ARE WAYS OF PLEASANTNES3S, AND ALL HER PATHS 
ARE PEACE. 


Ix confirmation of the important truth contained in theſe words, 1 have 
already attempted to lay before you the ſeveral advantages naturally flowing 
from a regulation of our outward conduct according to the precepts of the 
moral Law of Moſes ; or rather, of that Law which was delivered by the 
Great Jehovah to the hands of is ſervant? Maſes, who was enjoined to 
promulgate the ſame amongſt the children of Iſrael, for their benefit, and 
for the benefit of all future ages. 

What effect the arguments, which were then adduced for the purpoſe of 
illuſtrating theſe advantages, had upon your minds, is beſt known to your- 
ſelves, To me it would appear, that no great mental exertions are neceſſary 
in order to be able to perceive the happy effects of a moral and religious 
life, Theſe effects are indeed ſo obvious, that barely the mention of them, 
by bringing them to our recollection, might ſeem ſuſſicient, not only to 
convince us of their reality, but moreover to recommend the exerciſe of 
religious duties to our molt ſerious regard. Should, however, our own 
experience in the right ways of the Lord have, unhappily, been hitherto 
ſo defective as to fail to perſuade us of the uſcfulnefs and excellency of 
practical religion, we may be made ſufficiently ſenſible of its bliſsful con- 


ſequences, by only adverting to the compoſed and tranquil lives of thoſe 


around us, whoſe conduct has been uniformly under the guidance of 
religious principles. 

But, however manifeſt the temporal advantages reſulting from a life of 
religion may be, it is very evident that, in the preſent ſtate of our nature, we 
all of us have occaſion to be repeatedly reminded of ovr duty as Chriſtians ; 


and therefore, it ſeems by no means unneceflary frequently to have the 
moral obligations of Scripture inculcated upon us, and their bencficial effects 
tecalled to our minds. 


E The 


„ 23 — 


Pr _ TY In 8 "> . o " — 2 _ " | 
4 a * — bh: : . * 


2 


- 


e . 
— 


— 


S 8 oy. 


— 


{ 
' 
; 
} 


_ — — — 
- 


— —ę—e— 5 


PIR 
* — 


— =D 
4 


. ͤ ͤ A2 ͤ A HET ̃ —ä 5 ˙m ‚ æE&U(uA. 


- * 
— 


2 
— 


4 


+ 


rr 
8 


7 


U 
* 
* 
F 


— 


624) 


The facility, therefore, of comprehending the ſubject, added to the cos- 
ſideration of its great importance, induces me to hope I ſhall again be 
favoured by you with a ſuitable degree of attention, while, in the following 
diſcourſe, I endeavour to ſhew that the tendency of the moral precepts of 
the New Teſtament is no leſs, but on the contrary would ſeem rather more, 
conducire to the temporal happineſs of mankind than the morality of the 
Old Teſtament. And after I have thus briefly illuſtrated the advantages of 
obeying the Goſpel precepts, I ſhall conclude with an obſervation or tue 
ſuited to the ſubje& in hand. 

if we conſider attentively the Rules which the Scriptures give us for the 
regulation of our lives, we ſhali find that the precepts of the Goſpel, though 
of the ſame import as thoſe of the Law, do yet, in many inſtances, go eren 
further in recommending ſuch a temper and conduct as are eminently fitted 
both for individual and for ſocial happineſs. Conſidered as a commer: 
upon, and an illuſtration of, the Moſaic moral Law, they exhibit that Law 
in a Nill more amiable, engaging, and uſeful point of view ;—repreſenting its 
benign influence as extending both to the outward and the inward man, and 
as no leſs applicable to the whole Gentile world than to the Jewiſh nation, 

Oa this account, then, the laws of the Goſpel would at leaſt appear to 
claim the ſuperiority in the following reſpects: They embrace a larger ſphere 
(even the whole world) for the exerciſe of the pureſt and moſt difintereſted 
benevolence, and its concomitant virtue—aQive beneficence. Of a ſublimer, 
more refined, and more ſpiritual nature than the morality of the Old Teſta- 
ment, they ſcem better adapted to reach the heart, and thereby to produce 
2 more voluntary and ſincere obedience. In preference to the Law delivered 
from Mount Sinai, they recommend more ardently, both towards God and 
towards man, that ſpirit of Love which is e fulfilling of the Law, and 
the true criterion of genuine Chriſtiavity. 

Hence it appears that the moral precepts of the New Teſtament, as was 
obſerved above, are, if poſſible, ſtill more calculated than thoſe of the Old, to 
promote whatever can render our preſent ſtate of exiſtence eaſy, comfortable 
and happy. The jatter, indeed, ſeem to have been wiſely adapted for the 
infancy of the world; the former, for the world in its maturer age and mor? 
advanced ſtate of improvement. Ia a word, the tenor of the Golpe! 
morality petfectly correſponds with the great and benevolent defign of the 
Author of our Holy Religion, who came on an errand of lore the mot 
important to the world that could poſhbly be conceived; namely, to recoret 
man from that ſtate of guilt and wretchedneſs into which he had fallen in 

conſ-auence of his diſobedience to the Divine Law. 


Our 
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Our Saviour, in the beginning of his ſermon on the Mount, pronounces 
2 bleſſing on the humble, the meek, the righteous, the m ciful, the 
pure in heart, and on the peace-makers. And, certainly, there is no need 
of arguments to prove that each of theſe amiable characters, is not a liitſe 
rewarded and bleſſed, even during the preſent life, in the approbation of a 
good conſcience, and in the eſteem of all good men; —yea, in the eſteem 
of thoſe who, though they may not be perſuaded to imitate their conduct, 
yet cannot help inwardly reverencing them.—But perhaps it will be 
more to our purpoſe, to conſider, ſeparately and apart, the chief of the 
moral virtues recommended to our attention and practice in the New 
Teſtament. And 

1. Love or Benevolence is a temper ſo eſſential to Chriſtianity, that 
our Lord commands us to love even our enemics ; that is, to grieve at 
their perſeverance in fin, to wiſh and pray and labour for their reformation, 
and to rejoice, like the angels of God, at the return of every ſinner. He 
further obſerves, By this all all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye 
have love one to another.“ So that, by the way, you ſee we cannot be true 
Chriſtians, or genuine diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, except we love one another. 
His Apoſtles, too, command us 5 be kindly affectianed one to another, with 
brotherly love ;+ —to owe no man any thing, but to love one another ;f—to 
love one another with a pure heart feruntly ;$ —to leave as brethren. And 
the following is the prayer of the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles ; The Lord 
make you to increafſs and abound in love ene toward another, and toward 
all men. | . 

What, then, ſhould we naturally expect as the fruits of this truly uſeful 
and amiabie diſpoſition of miad—rthis univerſal benevolence ? Every thing, 
certainly, that can benefit the human race, Yea, ſo comprehenſive, and of 
ſo great utility is this divine temper, that it ſeems to concentrate within itſelf 
all other virtuous principles, and to be the ſource whence every humane and 
friendly exertion proceeds, If we really loved our neighbour as ourſetuer, 
would we ever act fo inconſiſteatly with the affection we profeſs to bear to 
him as to injure him in any reſpect whatever? Undoubredly, not. On the 
contrary, we ſhould be invariably diſpoſed to do him all the kind offices in 
our power ; And therefore, 

2. As a natural effect of this benevolent ſpirit we are enjoined in the 
Goſpel, ro pract. ſe Beneficence, that is, to do gocd one to another. Crs 
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to him that aſteth thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn 
not thou away, ſays our bleſſed Lord. Be not overcome of evil, ſays $, 
Paul, but overcome evil with good. As we have opportunity, let us & 
good unto all min, eſpecially unto them who are of the houſehold of faith. 
To do good and to communicate forget not: for with ſuch ſacrifices God i; 
avell pleaſcd. ] St. Peter alſo adviſes, Ve hoſpitality one to another without 
grudging. As every man hath received the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſam: 
one to another, as goad ſtewards of the manifold grace of God. 

Theſe moral precepts of Scripture need no comment. Their beneficial 
tendency muſt be obvious to the moſt ordinary capacities; and it will ſcarcely 
be denied, even by rhe moſt ſtrenuous advocates for Deiſm, that from the 
uniform practice of ſuch Chriſtian duties muſt ariſe a very conſiderable 
degree of human felicity. 

3. But, as another effect of this generous and charitable diſpoſition— 
this goed will toward men, we are further commanded to benefit our 
fellow-creatures by reproot, by admonition, by inſtruction, by example, &c. 
And nothing, certainly, can be more friendly to the intereſts of humanity, 
nothing more preclude human miſery, or promote in a greater degree 
the - happineſs of the world, than in this way, to exert our beneficence 
towards thoſe who are in ignorance and error; and who, in the language 
of Scripture, may be ſaid to be—wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and 
blind, and nated, 

It will readily be allowed by every one in the leaſt acquainted with the 
deplorable Rate of human nature when without inſtruction, aud when 
deſtitute of all tenſe of religion, that one of the greateſt acts of charity we 
can practiſe, is to inform and inſtruct the ignorant, and to reclaim the 
vicious from the error of their way. Now this, in concurrence with uhe 
Divine bleſſing, may in general be effected by carefully teaching and explain- 
ing to them the chief doctrines of Chriſtianity, by earneſtly inculcating the 


- practice ef the duties it enjoins, and by ſetting before them the dreadful 


conſequences even in this life generally ariſing trom inattention to the divine 
precepts, or in perſiſting to do what the Scriptures forbid. Alſo, further to 
promote this ſalutary end, we oupht to remind them of the comfort, happt- 
ncfs, and pleaſure naturally reſulting from a virtuous courſe of life, or a life 
ſramed according ty the directions of the Bible. And, laſtly, it may be 

| oblerved 


+ Matt. v. 42. | Rom. xii. 21. | 5 Gal. vi. 10. | © Heb. xl 15. 
| | | 1 Pet. iv. 9, 10. 


„„ 


cbſerved to ſuch, that for the truth of all we wiſh to recommend to them we 


need only appeal to the experience of any one who has lived ſome time in the 


world, and who, if he chuſes to ſpeak ingenuouſly, will readily admit that 
virtue invariably leads to happineſs, but vice as certainly to miſery. 
Correſpondent to the foregoing obſervations are the following texts of 
Scripture. Teach them to obſerve all things whatſezver I have commanded 
5. Let no man put a flumbling lick, or an occaſion to full, in his 
brother”s way. I myſelf alſs am perſuaded of you, my brethren, that ye 
alſo are full of goodneſi, filled with ail knowledge, able alſo is admoniſh 
wie another. no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but 
that which is good tc the uſe if edifying.——Compert yourſelves together, and 
edify one another.——— Be thou an example in word, in converſation, in charity, 
Have compaſſion on the ignorant, and 61: 


in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. 
them that are out of the ay. 

4. Juſtice or Equity is alſo a chief branch of the morality of the 
New Teſtament. Our Saviour tells us in the following comprehenſive 
ſentence. — All things whatſcever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, ds 
je even ſo to them: for this is the Law and the Prophets; that is, — Conduct 
yourſelf in every reſpect towards all men exactly in the fame juſt and 
reaſonable manner you would wiſh them to behave towards you, were they 
in your circumſtances, and you in theirs ; for this is the ſum and ſubſtance 
of what the moral Law and the Prophets ia the Old Teſtament teach with 
regard to your duty one towards anather.—Aad never, certainly, was 
chere a precept ſo extenſively uſeful as this. It applies alike to al; anks cf 
men, and would undoubtediy benefit all, were all diſpoſed ro obey it. The 
practice of it, indeed, is of ſo great and genera] utility, and the violation 
of it ſo frequently attended with numberleſs ill conſequences, that we 
need not hefitate to affirm, that in attention to this Gaen Rule is pro- 
ductive of many of the evils of the preſent life; and that, on the other 
hand, were it univerſally obeyed, this world we inhabit would become 2 
fort of heaven upon eth. Natural evil might, indeed, ſtill remain among 
us, but moral evil would, in a great meaſure, be baniſhed out of the world, 
And hence, the ſum of human happineſs would be nearly as great as it is 
roſlible to be in this cur firſt and inferior fate of exiſtence, 


Our 
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Our bleſſed Lord farther adviſes to do vialence to n1 man, neither to aceuſ; 

any falſely.* And by St Paul we are commanded to render t9 all their 
dues, tribute, ts whom tribute ir due; cuſtom. to whom cuflom ; fear, to whow 
ear; honour, to whom honour F Alſo, in another place, the ſame Apoſtle 
ſays, Wo have renounced the hidden things of diſhone/ly, not walking in 
craftineſ3.4 Again, Let him that flole fleal no more, Laſtly, Let no man 
go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter. 

Now, it is ſcarcely neceſſary to remark, that theſe texts of Scripture with 
many others of the like nature that might be ſelected from the New Teſta. 
ment, evidently recommend nothing but what, in the higheſt degree, is 
beneficial ro every order of men. 

5. Reſpecting the forgiveneſs of injuries, which is likewiſe an eſſential 
property of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, he himſelf directs us in theſe words 
—If thy brother treſpaſs againſt thee, rebuke him, and if he repent, forgive 
him. And if he treſpaſs againfl thee ſeven times in a day, and ſeven tinui 
in a day turn again to thee ſaying, I repent ; thou ſhalt forgive him. J To the 
ſame purpoſe the Apoſtle St, Paul adviſes—Recompenſe to no man evil for evil. 
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourſelves, but rather give place unto wrath.| 
Be ye lind one ts anther, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even at 
Gol for Chrifl's ſake hath forgiven you. ($ 

It may here be obſerved, that the godlike diſpoſition of mind neceſſarily 
required for the devout praftice of theſe precepts which command us to 
forgive the injuries of our fellow-men, appears in a moſt amiable and engaging 
point of view, when contraſted with the malignant and infernal ſpirit of 
revenge, to which man, in general, is but too much addicted when his 
paſſions are unreſtrained and uninfluenced by Chriſtian principles. None of 
the moral virtues, indeed, ſeems better adapted than this to conciliate the 
aſfections of thoſe who may have offended us, and thereby to induce ſuch of 
them as have any ſenſe of ingenuous ſhame, to acknowledge their offences, 
It will moreover incline them to make reparation for ſuch offences, as far as 
is in their power; and alſo to take every poſſible care to avoid the com- 
miſſion of the like wrongs for the time to come. And all this, it i 


plain, muſt contribute much to promote mutual goodewill and happineſ- 
amongſt mankind. 


6, Let 
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6. Let us next conſider Almsgiving which is another duty ſtrictily enjoined 
in the Goſpel. Take the following texts of Scripture to this putpoſe Give 
aim; of ſuch things as ye have. Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they do gord, that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate I a breiter or fifler be naked, and deflitute cf 
daily ford ; and one ef you ſay unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed 
and filled; notwithſtanding ye give them not thoſe things which are needful 
to the body, what doth it profit *—IWheſo hath this world's good, and 
ſceth his brother have need, aud ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from 
tim, how dwelleth the love of Gd in him? 

It muſt be evident to every one that a conſcientious performance of the duty 
recommended in theſe portions of Scripture I have now read to you, would 
greatly conduce to alleviate the ſorrows of our indigent and ſuffering 
brethren ;: and it is no leſs certain that the act of relieving the wants and 
neceſſities of the poor communicates to à generous and benevolent mind, a 
moſt refined and exquiſite pleaſure. In this cafe, as in moit others, virtue 
is its own reward. And hence is manifeſt the preſent advantage, both to 
rich and to poor, of beſtowing a portion of our ſuperfluous ſubſtance on the 
diſtreſſed part of the community. 

7. Amongſt the many moral obligations inculcated throughout the New 
Teſtament the relative duties of lite are not the leaſt important ;—they, 
therefore, claim cur next conſideration, 

Our own experience will teach us that, in the preſent imperfect ſtate of 


human nature, unlefs a proper ſubordination in ſociety is eftabnihed and 
maintained, and the reciprocal duties of thoſe in authority, and thoſe under 
authority, duly obſerved, there can be no fort of ſecurity among us either 
of life or of property. Nor can either high or low hope to enjoy that tran- 
quillity and peace which generally reſult from all the different members, in 
a: well. regulated ſociety, acting their reſpective parts in a proper, orderly, 
and becoming manner. 

None, therefore, can be fo ignorant as not to know that wherever the 
peculiar duties of the ſeveral orders in ſocial life are neglected, or their 
reſpective rights violated, confuſion, diforder, and anarchy mutt enſue. 
That regularity and beauty which we obſerve to proczed from a due per- 
tormance of the ſeveral obligations incumbent on each particular claſs cf men, 

| we 
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we no longer behold when the ſuperior invades and tramples under foot the 
peculiar privilzges of the inferior ; and the infertor, on the other hand, 
contemns and diſregatds the authority, and perhaps uſurps the office, of the 
fuperior. Lt us ail therefore remember, that an unrenntting attention to 
diſcharge the relpeive and appropriate duties of the ſtation in ſociety in 
which we are ſeverally placed, muſt greatiy tend, not only to promote our 
individual felicity, but alſo to enſure the harmony, the beauty, the order, 
the happiacſs of the world. 

And what reaſon and experience thus declare as unalterably true, the 
precepts of the New Teſtament abundamly confirm. Of this you will no 
doubt be convinced from the following citations, Wives ſubmit your ſeloes 


rnto your own hyſbands.* Men ought ts oe their wives as their own bodies: 
he that loveth his wife lavetb himſelf. For no man ever yet hated his own 
fe/>b, but nouriſheth and cheriſbeth it. Ye huſbands, dwell with your wives 
according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker veſſel, 
Let every on? of you in particular ſo love his wife as himſelf; and 
ihe wife fee that ſbe reverence her huſband. | 

CEildren, obey your parents in the Lord for this is right. Ye Fathers, 
proveike ns: your children lo wrath : but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

Servants, be obedient to them that are your maſlers, according to the fleſh; 
not with eye ſervice, as men-pleaſers ; but as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing 
the will of God from the heart, =—=Servants, be ſubjef to your maſters with 
ail fear: not only to the goed and gentle, but alſo to the froward.\— 
Maſters, give unto your ſeroants that which is juſt and equal knowing that 
ge alſo have a maſter in heaven. 

Render unto Ceſar the things which are Ceſar*s. 
be ſubje to principalities and powers, to obey magiſtrates. 
felves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ; whether it be to the 
ting, as ſupreme ; or unto governors, as unte them that are ſent by him fit 
the puniſhment of evil doxrs, and for the praiſe of them that do web. 
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ii beſeecb you, brethren, to know them which labour among you; and 
are over you in the Lord, and admoniſb you, and to efteem them very highly 
in love for their work's ſake. Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, eſpecialiy they wwhs labour in the werd and doctrine. 
——Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves i for they 
watch for your fouls, as they that muſt give account 5 that they may do it 
with joy and not with grief.——The Lord hath ordained, that they which 
preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel ——The labourer is qworthy of his 
reward. The ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; but be gentle unte ail 
men, apt to teach, patient; in meekneſi, inſtructing theſe that oppafe il ein- 
felves,——Preach the word ; be inſlant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon 5 reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and deftrine ;—in all things ſhewing 
thyſeif a pattern of good works, in doctrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, gravity, 
ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the 
entrary part may be aſhamed, having no evil thing to ſay of you. —— A 
Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the fleward of God, not ſelf-avilled, not ſcon 
angry, not given to wine, no ſtriker, not given to filthy lucre; but a lover 
of hoſpitality, a lover of good men, ſober, juſl, holy, temperate. 

8. What we have hitherto been conſidering are chiefly the ſocial duties, 
or thoſe duties which one man owes to another ; let us now beſtow a few 
thoughts on what we owe to ourſelves, conſidered as individuals. The ſocial 
and perſonal duties do, indeed, ſo co-incide and run into each other, that 
ne who practiſes the latter cannot in many inſtances, omit or neglect the 


former ; becauſe the inconveniences which flow from the breach of what we 
owe to ourſelves, do often, either leſs or more, affect thoſe with whom we 
are in any manner connected. A perſon, for inſtance, who is addicted to 
drunkenneſs, not only thereby brings miſery upon himſelf, but what is ſtill 
more deplorable, he perhaps involves a numerous and helpleſs family in all 
the inconveniences attendant on a ſtate of penury and want. Beſides this, 
the preſence and uſual behaviour of the drunkard muft be extremely dii- 
2greeable and diſguſting to every perſon of ſobriety and decency. 

The ſame obſervations will apply to other perſonal vices, ſuch as pride, 
wrath, malice, envy, diſcontent, idleneſs, &c. ail which are in {me degree 
their own tormentors, and generally extend their malignant influence to 
thoſe with whom the perſon who indulges them has any concerns. I ſhall, 

F | therefore, 
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therefore, proceed to ſet before you ſuch paſſages of Sacred Writ as may ſeen 


conducive to diſſuade you from the practice of ſuch vices. Conſider then the 
ſollowing: Learn of me, for I am meck and lowly in heart, and ye ſhot 


Rnd refl unto your ulm. — Tate heed to yourſelves left at any time youu 


hearts be evercharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſ;, and cares of this life 
Be not flothful in bufiveſ5.——Let us walk honeſtly as in the day; nd 
in rioting and druntenneſi, not in chambering and wantonneſ;, not in firife 
ani envying — To avoid fornication, let every man have his on wiſe, 
and let every woman have her own huſband,—— Be ye angry and fin nt ; 
let not the ſun go down upon your wrath.——= Labour, working with you 
hands the thing which is good. — Fornication and all uncleanneſt, let it ne 


Je once named among you as becometh ſaints ; neither filthineſ+ nor feolif 


balking, nor jefling which are not convenient. — Be not drunk with wine 
wherein is exceſt.— I have learned, in whatever ſlate I am, therewith ts 
be content. Every where, and in all things I am inſtructed, both to be fall 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer need. — I will that women 
adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety.— 
Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.— Keep thyſelf pure. 
Having ford and raiment, let us be therewith content.—— Let every mas 
be favift to hear, flow to ſpeak, flow to wrath.— Abſlain from fleſply lufts, 
Ie clothed with humility. Be ſober, be vigilant.+ 

As to treat, particularly, on every diſtinct ſpecies of the Chriſtian morality, 
would conſiderably exceed the limits to which I muſt confine myſelf in this 
diſcourſe, I ſhall only further ſele& from the New Teſtament the few following 
moral precepts which, you will obſerve, are of various utility ;—and though 
they do not ſeem, properly, to come under any of the foregoing heads, yet 
it will be allowed, that the due obſervance of them is well calculated to 
ſmooth the rugged path of life and ſweeten the intercourſe of ſociety ; by 
promoting amongſt mankind mutual conceſſions and civilities, —a peaceable, 
an obliging, a polite behaviour, —and of courſe, frequent interchanges of 
friendly and benevolent offices. Let us attend to them then ; 
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Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judroment mm 
In honour prefer one another. Ar much as lieth in you live praceab'y with 
all nen. — Now, I b:ſeech you brethren, hy the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no diviſions among 
you, —=Bear ye one another's burdens. — Let nothing be done through ftrife 
er vain- glory; but in lowlineſs of mind let each efteem cher better than 
themſelves.———Lie not one to another.——Study to be quiet and to do your 
ewn buſineſ5 ,——Be at peace among yourſelves Rebuke not an elder, but 
entreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren ; the elder women 
4% mothers ; the younger as fiſters.——Speak evil of nd man, be no brawler, 
but gentle, ſhewing all meetneſi unto all men. — Honour all nen,——Ye 
younger, ſubmit yourſelves unto the elder, yea, all of you be ſubjedt one to 
another. f 

Having thus conſidered the beneficial effects derived to us in this world 
from an uniform obedience to the Laws of the Goſpe), a brief recapitulation 
of the whole may not, here, be unuſeful. 

Would you then, that benevolence ſhould univerſally poſſeſs and actuats 
the human breaſt ;—thar all orders of men, from the higheft to the loweſt, 
ſhould, according to their abilities and opportunities, exerciſe the god-like 
act of heneficence, and ſo contribute, by every means in their power, to the 
happineſs of their own ſpecies ?—Wovlid you with that neither the infidioas 
arts of fraud and injuſtice, of defamation and flander, nor the rude hand of 
violence, ſhould injure mankind in their perſons or properties, or in their 
reputation : Are you ſolicitous that none of the evil and malignant paſſions 
ſhould occupy and torment the hearts of the ſons of men; but rather, that, 
under the mild and gentle influence of candour and kindnels, of meekneſs 
md humility, they ſhould ever be diſpoſed to put the moſt favourable con- 
ſtructions on the language and actions of their brethren 3; and farther, that 
a ſpirit of foi bearance and moderation—of long ſuffering and forgiveneſs 


towards thoſe that offend, ſhowd unifornily regulate the conduct of every 
individual; and fill more, —that a tender, humane, and cherhable dii- 
poſition ſhould, on all occaſions, be feeling!y alive to cheese human wanr 
and human wretchedneſs?— Are vou. moreover, dofirous thet tor the faks 
ef maintaining the peace and good order of the wind, as well as promoting 
tlic 
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the niutual comfort and happineſs of ſociety, the ſeveral degrees of human 
beings thould preſerve their due rank, and confſcientouſly act their due parts 
in the community? In a word, do you ſincerely wiſh to be happy in your. 
fe!f, while here, and to contribute to the happineſs of your fellow, creatures; 
as well as to erjvy the comfortable hope of participating hereafter, in the 


tranſcendent joys of the bleſſed? then—in order to promote and attain all 


theſe defirable ends——B& UNIFORMLY S$OLICITOUS YOURSELF TO OBEY 
THE PRECEPTS OF THE BIBLF, AND EARNESTLY ENDEAVOUR TO FXCITE 
IN ALL AROUND YOU THE SAME CARE AND CONCFRN TO OBEY THEM, 
Whatever vihers may do, fee that you henceforth ava/k in all the way 
evhich the Lord your God hath commanded you; and with faithful abraham, 
command your children and houſehold after you to keep the way of the Lordi 
I have now fini.hed what I at firſt propoſed, namely, to prove to you that 
Religton's ways are nr of pleaſuntneſi, and that all her paths are peace. 
I have endeavoured to ſhew how the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, your own paſt experience, and the experience of others—all concur 
in pointing cut the path, in which you ought to walk for the future, in 
order to ſecure to yourſelyes as large a portion of human happineſs as 1s 
attainable in this fleeting and tranſitory ſtate. Owing, indeed, to the weak- 
ne ſs and frailty of our nature, untoward incidents, which no human forelight 
can perceive, nor, if perceived, any human power avert, will frequently 
occur in this chequered ſcene of things, and in ſome degree at leait, inter- 
rupt our tranquillity here, But theſe we ought to conſider as wiſely intended 
ov a benign and merciful Providence to wean our affections from it preſent 
wvrlZ, ard to induce us to fix them on that which is lo come, where the 
happinefs of the righteous will be not only inexpreſſibly great and glorious, 
but moreover, without interruption and without end. It is however certain 
that ſuch occaſional infelicity is often greatly aggravated by our own impta— 
dence and miſconduct; and how much might it generally be alleviated by? 
ſ-aſonable exertion cf that ſpirit of benevolence towards our ſuffering 
brethren, {© earneſtly recommended in almoſt every page of Scripture ! 
Were only that Rule of our bleſſed Lord, of doing to others as we vil 
them, on a mutual change of circumſtances, to do to us, univerſally obſerves, 
the preſent ſtate of mankind, as was obſerved before, would be infinitely 
bettered. Influenced by a regard to this precept, the rich would not con- 
temn or overiook the poor, becauſe they themſelves in any circumſtances 


however low, yet connected with innocence, would not chuſe, and wauld 
conſider 
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confider it as unjuſt, to be contemned or overlooked. On the contrary, 
they would cheerfully contribute, as occaſions ſhould require, to the ſupply 
of the wants of their indigent feilow-creatures ;—would tenderly and 
feelingly enter into their unavoidable ſtraits and difficulties, their ſuffer- 
ings and forrows, and in conſequence, would uſe the proper means to 
relieve and to comfort them. 

On the other hand, the poor, actuated by a due concern to obey this 
excellent Rule of our Lord, (and which would be no other than a due con- 
cern to obey the dictates of right reaſon) would not eavy the ſuperior 
condition of the rich ; becauſe, if rich themſelves, they would net wiſh, and 
would juſtly account it unreaſonable, to be envied. Neither would the man 
in the humbleſt ſtation of life repine at his own obſcure tank in ſociety. 
Convinced from Scripture and experience that various orders of men are 
abſolutely neceſſary in our preſent ſlate of exiſtence; - convinced, alſo, that 
God, in his inſinite wiſdom and goodneſs, and whoſe &ingdom ruleth over all, 
ordereth the lot of every one in ſuch a manner as is moſt conducive to his 
real welfare, he would cheerfully acquieſce in his Ration, and diligently 
endeavour to diſcharge its appropriate duties. With what pleaſure alſo 
might he reflect, that ſhould any unfavourable contingency befal him 
which it was not in his power to prevent, he would moſt afſuredly receive, 
(as he in his turn would be willing to grant), ſuch aſſiſtance from his more 
proſperous brethren as ſhould ferve to alleviate his preſent infelicity ! 
In ſhort, could we all be perſuaded conſtantly and conſcientiouſly to 
cbſerve ſuch a fair and equitable conduct towards each other as 1+ impiied 
in attention to this univerſal Rule, we might with truth affert thar 
fraud, injuſtice, and oppreſkon 5; crueity, robbery, and murder, wich 
amoſt every other moral evil, would quit our world, and no longer harals 
and torment mankind. | 

From all that has been faid you muſt now, I truſt, be ſufficiently ſenſth'e 
of the great utility of the Scriptures with regard to human life. And from a 
conſide ration of their ineſtimable value and advantage in this reſnect, I might 
now proceed to ſhew how very unreaſonably and 1njuriouty to mankind 
Infidels and Deiſts act in rejecting the Holy Bible, and in endeavouring to 
perſuade their fellow- men to follow their example, chiefly, as they pretend, 
becauſe they cannot fee of what advantage it is to the wortd ; nay, more 
than this, they ſcruple not to affirm, that it is of real diſadvantage to man- 
kind. But as the execution of this, together with the conſidgration of other 
matters conduciys to our purpoſe, would, at this timo, detain you too long, 
I (hall 
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( 35 ) 
I ſhall leave off for the preſent ; and, God willing, fhall refume the fabjea 
in another diſcourſe. 

1 cannot, however, finally conclude without warning you la ſuch 
practices as would naturally induce a belief that you were in any reſpect 
influenced by the principles of Deiſm ; or, in other words, that you were 
deftitute of a lively and practical faith in the Word of God. And whence 
do you imagine flows every immorality of life, and conſequently, moſt of 
the miſery that befals us, but from the want of ſuch a faith? Did we really 
and ſincerely believe the threatenings denounced againſt ſinners in the Bible, 
would any of us be ſo daring or ſo mad as to live in any habitual courſe of 
known fin whatever? Impoſſible! Or, if we truly believed that God had 
commanded us to /anQtify his ſabbaths, to reverence his ſanctuary, and not 
to forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves together, for the purpoſe of devoutly 
worſhipping him, and improving our ſouls in virtue and holineſs, would fo 


many of us as really do, venture to loiter at home from the Hemm aſſembly ; 


and, inſtead of doing honour to our Maker in the Congregation of Saints, 
ſpend his Holy Day in a careleſs, irreverent and finful manner ; being thus 
a diſgrace and a diſhonour to the Religion we profeſs? Certainly, not. On 
this account, then, it is but too evident that Deiſm, or ſomething till 
worſe, is more prevalent amongſt us than we ſeem to be aware of. And 
hence ariſes, as was juſt now obſerved, moſt of the preſent iafelicity and 
wretchedneſs that many of us daily and hourly experience. 

On the other hand, I flatter myſelf that thoſe of you, who have been ſv 
happy as really ro make the rules of Scripture your guide, are ready, in the 
words of part of the chapter whence the text is taken, to declare from happy 
experience that, with reſpect to the religion of your Bible, the gain theres 
is better than fine Gold. She is more precious than rubies ; and all the things 
zou can deſire are not to be compared unto her. Length of days is in her 
right hand, and in her left hand riches and honour, Her ways are way! 
ef pleaſantneſs and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to thet 
that lay hold upon her, and happy is every one that retaineth ber.“ 

Being thus convinced of the bliſsful tendency of the Scriptures, let us al!, 
through the help which the Almighty affords us, and as we value our preſent 
and future well-being, take eſpecial care, that we fail not to perform 
Whatever duties theſe inſpired Writings enjoin. 
15 


Prev. iii. 1 4, T5, 16, 17. 18. 


(87. 7 
In fine, Whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, what- 
ſever things are juftl, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are 
ch lovely, whatſoever things are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and 
ect if there be any praiſe, think on theſe things. And may the Divine Spirit 
ere aſſiſt us not only to hint on them, but alſo conſcientiouſly and devoutly 
Ice to pradtiſe them. And then ſhall we experimentally know, that Religion's 
of ways are, indeed, ways of rizazanTNERs, and that all her paths are 
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SERMON III. 


1 TiMoTHY, IV. 8. 


GODLINEFSS IS PROFITABLE UNTO ALL THINGS, HAVING PROMISE 
OF THE LIFE THAT NOW IS, AND OF THAT WHICH IS T0 COME, 


Ix two former diſcourſes from a different text, I endeavoured to ſhew how 


the uniform practice of the moral precepts of the Old and New Teſtament 
lead; to the ſubſtantial enjoyment of peace, tranquillity, and pleaſure in this 
lower world. 

From the arguments that were then advanced for this purpoſe, I truſt that 
moſt of you are, by this time, thoroughly convinced how greatly conducive 
the morality of your Bibles 1s ro your beſt temporal intereſts. Nay, I am 
verily perſuaded, that amongſt all the texts of Scripture which have been 
produced for your conſideration, there is ſcarcely one which even the Deiſt 
himſelf can reaſonably object to: I ſfay,—reaſonably,—for thoſe whoſe minds 
are warped by prejudice, or by any other unhappy means, are generally 
diſpoſed, when it ſuits their purpoſe, to find fault with the plaineſt dictates 
of Reaſon, of Conſcience, or of Common Senſe. Whatever ſentiments ſeem, 
in the ſmalleſt degree, to oppole the ſyſtem of opinions they have adopted, 
they will not ſcruple to condemn as irrational, miſchievous and abſurd ; 
though every one elſe ſhould clearly ſee the reaſonableneſs and uſeful ten- 
dency of ſuch ſentiments. | 

Ia the following diſcourſe, after having premiſ.d an obſervation or two 
on the open and daring attacks that have lately been made, by the enemies 
of our Holy Religion, on the authority and credit of the Scriptures, and 
having alſo mentioned what appears to me one principal cauſe of ſuch 
aitacks, my intention is to ſhew that the moral precepts of the Bible, ſo fat 
from their being 1epugnant to Reaſon (as Deiſts affirm) are, on the contrary, 
in perfe& harmony with that diſtinguiſhing excellence of our nature. And 
hence you will be ſenſible of the conſequent unreaſonableneſs and abſurdity 
of thoſe who, allowing the faculty of reafon to be a gift of the Deity, do yet 

eny the truth and Divine authority of the Infpir2d Writings ; and alſo, 

how 
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how injuriouſly they act towards their fellow-men, in endeavouring to perſuade 
them to reject the Bible, which contains, as you have already ſeen, ſuch an 
invaluable fund of moral inſtruction as is to be met with in no other book 
in the whole world. And, on account of this its ſuperlative worth and 
excellence, I ſhall endeavour to urge upon you the neceſſity of cheriſhing 
an eſteem and reverence for your Bible, and of paying a due obedience to 
its precepts, as what will ſo highly promote your happineſs here. 

But fince the advantages of religion are not confined to this world alone; — 
ſince Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, having promiſe of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come, I ſhall next conſider, agreeably to 
the laſt clauſe of theſe words, this Sacred Book in an infinitely higher and 
more important view, namely, with regard to a future ſlate. And hence 
you will be able to perceive how greatly its pro miſes of future felicity 
conduce to the comfort and conſolation of every devout ſoul—of every 
lincere believer, in the ſeaſon of ſickneſs, or at the proſpect of diſſolution, 
by inſpiring the afflited or dying Chriſtian with the moſt lively hope of 
enjoying for ever an inconceivable happineſs in the future world. And 


hence alſo will eafily be inferred the wretched gloom, or at beſt, the per- 


plexing doubts, in which the mind of the Infidel or Sceptic muſt unavoidably 
be involved at ſuch an awful criſis. 

Now, the conſideration of theſe particulars, together with that of ſome 
others naturally ariſing from the ſubject, will, I flatter myſelf, not a little 
tend, through the Divine bleſſing, to confirm your faith in the Word of 
God. 

Though the benevolent deſign of the Holy Scriptures muſt be clearly 
evident to every impartial and diligent peruſer—ro every one who will be 
at pains attentively to conſider the aſſections and tempers they inculcate, 
and the duties they en join; yet theſe authentic and invaluable records of 
antiquity, theſe ſacred ſtores of heaveniy truth, containing a ſyſlem of the 
ſublimeſt and moſt important doctrines, and of the pureſt morality, have 
lately been attacked with all the virulence of invective and of mental 
depravity, by the ralhneſs and temerity of ſome modern infidels. Such 
would have you believe that, by purſuing the directions of your Bible, 
you purſue your own miſery. They have repreſented theſe holy and 
:ſpired Writings, as containing the moſt glaring abſurdities, as abounding 
with the moſt palpable falſchoods, and as recommending every ſpecies of 
immorality. 

All tf: weiohty charges, however, have happily been muſt ably re ſuted 
c; | by 
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( 49 } 
by ſome friends f of Revelation and of mankind, who have boldly and laydably 
flood forth in defence of the Scriptures, and produced ſuch arguments in 
favour of Revealed Religion as cannot fail to convince every unprejudiced 
mind of the truth of theſe Sacred Writings, They have done more. Beſides 
adducing the moſt cogent arguments for the authenticity of the Bible, they 
have clearly and abundantly expoſed to the apprehenſion of the moſt ordinary 
capacities the numerous and ſcandalous falſchoods with which the produc. 
tions of theſe enemies to Revelation, to themſelves, and to mankind, do, in 
almoſt every page, abound. 

And hence it would appear that men, ſo unhappily prejudiced againſt the 
Sacred Volume, have not uſed ſuch endeavours to ſearch the Scriptures, and 
inform themſelves concerning the deſign of their contents as the great im- 
portance of the ſubje& moſt evidently demands. Determined at any rate te 
give ſentence againſt the Bible, they appear to have ſedulouſly ſelected from 
it {ach derached paſſages only as might ſeem to ſerve their wretched purpoſe; 
but which paſſages, when taken in connection with the context, often convey 
« very different meaning from what they would otherwiſe feem to do. 

But, to what cauſe ſhall we attribute this unhappy diſpoſition of mind in 
nus endeavouring to diſcredit and ſet aſide the Holy Bible, which evidently 
contains ſuch excellent inſtructions as, it duly attended to, could not fail 
promote, in an eminent degree, the peace and pleaſure of mankind? 
And we may afk this with the greater ſurprize, when it is confidered that 
to invalidate the credibility of Scripture can anſwer no good purpoſe what- 
ever, even to Deifts themſelves. By thus freeing the human mind from the 
r1e{traints which Religion would eſtabliſh, too many will conceive themſelves 
at liberty to indulge without remorfe in all manner of licentiooſneſs; and 
this again will frequently plunge them into the gulph of wretchedneſs and 
ruin. It is plain, therefore, that they who thus feek to depreciate the Bible, 
may be conſidered as amongſt the chief enemies of mankind. 

Shall we then aſcribe this lamentable prezudice to the grofſeſt, yet molt 
unaccountable, ignorance of Sacred Writ? Or, may it not rather be referred 
to that unhappy bias of mind, that innate depravity of heart, and proneneſs ts 
evil, ioherent in all the ſons of Adam, till their affections are renewed and 
ſauctiſed by the Holy Spirit of God? For, according to theſe fame Scriptures, 


our 


See Biftop Watſon's Apology for the Bible: a production containing a moſt able and 
complete refutation of the many raſh, unfounded, and falſe aſſertions concerning the 
geriptures, advanced by Mr Paine in luis %- of Raſen, 
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eur firſt parents, by violating a Divine command, contracted a corrupt and 
gaful nature inclining them to a ſinful practice. And this, again, it is to be 
obſerved, was entailed on all their poſterity. 

Now, it is but too natural and too common for thoſe who are in love with 
their fins to deſpiſe the advice of ſuch as would reclaim them from their 
vicious courſes. And as the Scriptures, in innumerable inſtances, thwart 
the propenſities and practices of corrupt nature; ſo thoſe men, eſpecially. 
who have openly diveſted themſelves of all regard for that reverence which. 
the Chriſtian world, has in general, throughout ſo many ages, profeſſed for 
the Bible, and who, at the ſame time, are engaged in any finful purſuit, 
would gladly vindicate their conduct by raiſing objections againſt Revealed 
Religion. A love of fin, therefore, is one principal cauſe of infidelity. 
What the tranſgreſſor wiſhes not to be true, becauſe, if true, completely 
wretched muſt be his portion hereafter at leaſt, he naturally endeavours to 
repreſent as falſe; thus miſerably deceiving himſelf, and attempting to 
deceive others, into eternal ruin, 

Having thus pointed out what appears to be one chief cauſe of men's 
attacking the authority of Revealed Religion, I now proceed to ſhew the 
exact harmony that ſubſiſts between the dictates of Reaſon and the morgt 
precepts of the Bible, 

Mr Paine, who is a profeſſed Deiſt, has entitled his deiſtical performance 
the Age of Reaſon, from a notion, I ſuppoſe, that the rules of Scripture 
and the voice of Reaſon are ſo much at variance, that the latter has hitherto 
been, in ſome meaſure ſhackled and ſuppreſſed by the ſpecious ſuperiority 
and operative influence of the former ; bur that the happy period is now 
arrived in which he has been ſo fortunate as to detect the impoſture with 
which the world has been ſo long deceived, and to expoſe to public view 
the abſurdity of the doctrines of the Bible, and the numerous diſadvantages 
neceſſarily reſulting from obedience to its laws, 

Now, thould this (as ſeems moſt probable) have been the opinion of the 
Author of the Age of Reaſon, and his motive for diſſeminating ſentiments, 
Which in the end might prove ſo inimical to human happineſs, I would only 
appeal to the common ſenſe of every one preicnt for the extreme folly and 
falſehood of ſuch an opinion. After duly reflecting upon what has been 
before delivered in two former diſcourſes on this ſubject z—after maturely 


weighing 


} Daily experience and obſcrvatien inconteſtably prove what the Scriptures teach 
cencerning the preſent ſtate of human nature, No indifferent proof this, certainly, v$ 
the truth of the doctrines of the Bible 
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weighing the arguments in favour of the happy tendency of Revelation which 
have been deduced from the general ſenſe and experience of mankind, you 
will, I have no doubt, be thoroughly convinced that the dictates of unperverted 
Reaſon, and the moral precepts of Scripture do invariably co-incide ; and 
that ſo far from their running counter to, they mutually aid and aſſiſt, each 
other. Reaſon aſſiſts in diſcovering the true meaning of Scripture; and 
Scripture, on the other hand, improves and conducts aright the operations 
of Reaſon, which, withqut ſuch an infallible guide, would be perpetually 
liable to error. | 

The precepts of the Bible are indeed fo conſonant to what impaſſionate 
Reaſon in general ſuggeſts, that even a virtuous Heathen could not but 
highly approve of them. To ſuch the moral maxims of Revelation and the 
rules of Reaſon would appear ſo exactly to correſpond that their harmony 
would ſeem peculiarly ſtriking and pleaſing, 

Amongſt the many proofs, therefore, that might be adduced for the truth 
and Divine authority of the Scriptures, that taken from the manifeſt agreement 
between the law of Reaſon, and the moral law of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment is certainly one of the chief. To convince you of ſuch agreement, 
compare the morality of your Bible with the ſuggeſtions of right Reaſon ; 
and you matt be fully perſuaded of their correſponding tendency, Obſerve 
that in whatever inſtances the written law of God condemns your conduct, 
the law of Reaſon, if you conſult it fairly, condemns it too; and the general 

tence 


§ It is allowed that there have been in different ages of the world, inſtances of 
Heathens who, without the help of a Revealed Law, have, in a certain degree at 
teaſt, obeyed the law written in their hearts ; or, upon the whole, conducted their lives 
agreeably to the dictates of unprejudiced Reaſon. But ſeldom, or perhaps never, has 
it been obſerved that thoſe, who have lived in a country favoured with the light of 
Revclation and yet have publicly rejected it as unneceſſary to direct them in their 
moral conduct, have made that Reaſon of which they ſo much boaſt, a rule by which 
they regulated their own lives. Ihe Almighty ſeems to have permitted ſuch to follow 
the ſuggeſtions of their depraved appetites, as a puniſhment of their unbelicf, and ar 
the ſame time to convince the world how inſufficient human Reaſon alone is to direct us 
in our general behaviour. Indeed, before the fall of our firſt parents, the empire of 
Reaſon was great, and perhaps, perſectly adequate, while the human heart was yet 
uninfluenced by any evil propenſity, to anſwer every purpoſe of morality ; but ever ſince 
that unhappy event, a Revelation of the will of God to man ſeems to have become 
abſolutely ueceſſary, in order to direct his wandering ſteps in the paths of Rectitude. 
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tenor of action which falls in with the precepts of Revelation, will, alſo, 
invariably meet the approbation of Conſcience ; unleſs when that faithful 
Monitor, ſilenced and hardened through the deceit fulneſ5 of ſin (which, alas! 
is but too often the caſe,) ceaſes to approve even of what is good. Then, 
indeed, Conſcience may be ſiid (in the words of aa inverted Scriptural 
precept) to refuſe the good and chuſe theevuil. 

Hence you ſee that the rule of moral action ſugpeſted by the natural 
dictates of the human mind, when free from prejudice and paſſion, is the 
{fame as that delivered in Holy Writ ; only we are to obſerve that the latter, 
beſides revealing intinitely more than the former could ever have diſcovered, 
exalts and refines, clucidates and confirms the law of natural conſcience ; 
and being, moreover, not liable to error and miſtake, like human Reafon, 
eſtabliſhes beyond doubt or uncertainty the ſeveral obligations of morai duty. 

St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Romane, (Chap- ii. 14, 15.) informs us 
that when the Gentiles which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, theſe having not the law are a law unte themſelves; 
which fbew the work of the law written in their hearts, From the Apoſtle's 
aflertion in theſe words, it is plain that he conſidered thoſe Heathens who 
conducted their lives according to the light of their diſpenſation ; that is, 
according to what the law of their own minds, while undepraved by a habit 
of ſinning, ſuggeſted as fit and proper to be done, acted upon a law, in all 
reſpets ſimilar to the moral law of the Bible. They had no wricion aw 
expreſsly revealed from heaven by which they might regulate their conduct; 
yet when, from the dictates of natural Reaſon and Conſcience, they practiſed 
jaſtice, candour, beneficence, and the like duties towards their fell-w-men z 
and obſerved ſobticty, temperance, diligence, &c. in regard to then ſeſres, 
they were then ſaid to 4% by the light of nature the things contained in the 
law of Divine revelation ; and to ſhew that the work of the moral lau of the 
Bible was evrtter: in their hearts. And thus it is evident that the law by 
which they were governed when they did well, though greatly enfgebled 
and obſcured in cnſequence of the fall, was yet exactly ſinilar to that law 
which God has revealed to the world, in order to confi ny, eſtabliſh, and 
enforce, and to nmieferve from error, the original law of the human mind, 


which, without the aid of Revelation, is ſo ſubject to perverſion and abuſe. 


And fince the ſuogeftions of unprejudiged R-oafon and the practical precepts 
of Scripture do thus exactly correſpond, is it not a molt convincing proof 
that the moral law of the Bible mult have proceeded from the ſame origin 
22 the law of Conſcience? Did they in any reſpect contradict each other. 

| they 
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then might we have room to conclude that they derive not their exiſtence 
from the fame divine and unerring ſource.+ 

Some things, indeed, there are in Scripture above the comprehenſion ot 
human Reaſon, though they do not at all ſeem contrary to it ; but ought 
we to condemn the myſteries of the Oracles of God as forged and falſe, 
becauſe our flender and limited powers cannot penetrate into the depths 
of eternal Wiſdom?. By no means. We ought rather with the Apoſtle to 
confider that V we know but in part, but hereafter /hall we know even 
as alſo we are known: ¶ At preſent our utmoſt knowledge of things is only 
partial and imperfect; but in the future world it ſhall be ſo increaſed as in 
ſome degree to reſemble that of the Supreme Intelligence himſelf. 

But though the tenor of Revelation, and the dictates of ſound Reaſon, 
do, as we have ſeen above, invariably co-incide ; yet feeble and unavailing 
muſt the ſtrength of the latter be when unaſſiſted and uninforced by the 
precepts and ſanctions of the former, The hiſtories of all ages and countries 
afford a ſufficient teſtimony to the truth of this obſervation. In whatever 
parts of the world the Bible has found a reception, we may behold 
the manners of at leaſt a part of the inhabitants greatly improved, and of 
courſe, their condition rendered infinitely more comfortable: though, from 
want of an univerſal and unreſerved obedience to its precepts, it has not yet 
by far, had, in any country, that full effect on the morals of men, which it 
otherwiſe would have, and which, we are taught to believe, it will, at ſome 
future time, have on all the nations of the earth. 

It ſeems, indeed, probable that the happy period will at length arrive, 
when, in every inhabited part of our Globe, human Reaſon ſhall, in conſe- 
quence of Revelation, be improved and ſtrengthened to ſuch a degree, that 
all people and nations, aſſiſted by the counſel and guidance of the Spirit of 
God, ſhall cordially embrace and obey the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. And 
then Hall the earth be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the fea. * 

Again, we may obſerve that in moſt parts of the wortd where the Holy 
Scriptures have not been introduced, the human mind is ſtill enveloped in 
the groſſeſt ignorance and error; and the human conduct, in a molt de- 

plorable 


| + The reader may fee this ſubje clearly illuſtrated in Biſhop Hurd's third ac 
lourth Sermons preached at Lincoln's-Inn, Vol. I. 2nd Ed. 
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plorable degree, grovelſing, baſe, and cruel! + 

This Sacred Book is indeed of ſuch mighty conſequence to the world 
that the improvement of mankind in knowledge and civilization, and in 
every thing elſe that can render life comfortable and happy ;—the ameliora- 
tion of Governments, too, in the extenſion of civil liberty to the governed 
may all be traced to this fruitful ſource of every good. And Thomas 


Paine 


+ The following affecting relation is extracted from a Book lately publiſhed in 
London, entitled, © A Journey from the Prince of Wales's Fort in Hudſon's Bay to 
e Northern Ocean. By Samuel Hearne.” — This intereſting account exhibits a moſt 


melancholy picture of the depraved ſtate of human nature when uninformed and 


menlightened by the Scriptures of Truth,—thoſe Scriptures which, when cordially 
eceived, effectually eradicate every evil temper of the mind, and render the affectĩons 
humane, mild, and merciful. It alſo ſhews us, in a ſtriking point of view, with how 
Ittle remorſe, nay—with what horrid complacency, the heart of man can perpetrate 
times of the moſt cruel and ſavage barbarity, when in a rude and uncultivated ſtate 
then, deſtitute of the Light and Influence of Revelation and having no other guide than 
Reaſon, it has devoted itſelf to the worſhip of various, inanimate, contemptible, or 
ginary beings. 
At this time (the röth of July, 1771), it being about noon, the three men who 
had been ſent as ſpies met us on their return, and informed my companions that five 
tents of Eſquimaux were on the weſt ſide of the river. The fituation they ſaid was 
very convenient for ſurprizing them; and according to their account, I judged it to 
* be about 12 miles from the place at which we met the ſpies. When the Indians 
received this intelligence, no farther attendance or attention was paid to my ſurvey, 
but their whole thoughts were immediately engaged in planning the beſt method of 
attack, and how they might ſteal on the poor Eſquimaux the enſuing night, and kill 
them all while afleep. To accompliſh this bloody deſign more effectually, the 
indians thought it neceſſary to croſs the river as ſoon as poſũble. Accordingly, after 
they had put all their guns, ſpears, targets, &c. in good order, we croſſed the river 
which took up ſome time. 
* When we arrived at the weſt fide of the river, each painted the point of his target 
or mield; ſome with the figure of the ſun, others with that of the moon, ſeveral 
with different kinds of birds and beaſts of prey, and many with the images of 
' Maginary beings, which, according to their filly aortons, are the inhabitants of tne 
' Cikterent elements, Earth, Sea, Air, &c. 
On enquiring the reaſon of their doing fo, I learned ther each man painted his 
* ſhield with the image of that being on which he relied moſt for ſacceſe in the intended 
engagement. Some were contented with a ſingle reprefentetlon; while others, 
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Paine kimfelf, it may be preſumed, owes much of the general knowledge 
he poſſc.ites to the happy influence of the Bible on mankind ; but, like the 


unprateful adder in the fable, he attempts to fting the boſom which has 
chetiched and fed him with the bread of Iaſtruction. His ideas of ont 
ALMIGHTY BFING Who is the Maker, Supporter, and Governour of all 


things, are evidently berrowed from the Bible; though, perhaps, he may 
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donbtſal, I ſuppoſe, of the quality and power of any fingle being, had their ſhields 
covered to the very margin with a group of hieroglyphics quite unintelligible te 
every one except the painter : and when this piece of ſuperſtition was completed, we 
began to advance towards the Eſquimaux tents. 

lt is perhaps worth remarking, that my crew, though an undiſciplined rabble, 
and by no» means accuſtomed to war or command, ſecmingly acted on this horrid 
occaſion with the utmoſt uniformity of ſentiment. There was not among them the 
leaſt altercation or ſeparates opinion, all were united in the general cauſe, and as 
ready to follow where Montanabbee led, as he appeared to be ready to lead, ac- 
cording to the advice of an old Copper Indian, who had joined us on our firſt arrival 
at the river where this bloody buſineſs was firſt propoſed. 

„The number of my crew was ſo much greater than that which five tents conld 
contain, and the warlike manner in which they were equipped ſo greatly ſuperior to 
what could be expected of the poor Eſquimaux, that no leſs than a total maſſacre of 
every one of them was likely to be the cafe, unleſs Providence ſhould work a miracle 
or their deliverance. . 


The land was ſo ſituated that we waiked under cover of the rocks and hills till we 


„ were within two hundred yards of the tents. There we. lay ia ambuſh for ſome 


* time, watching the motions of the Eſquimaux ; and here the Indians would have 


adviſed me to ſtay till the fight was over, but to this I would by no means conſent ; 
for I conſidered that when the Efquimaux came to be ſurprized, they would try 
every way to eſcape, and if they found me alone, not knowing me from an enemy, 
they would probably proceed to violence againſt me when no perſon was near te 
aſlit. For this reaſon I determined to acconipany them, telling them, at the ſame 
time, that I would not have auy hand in the murder they were about to come, 
urieſs 1 found it neceſſary for my own ſafety, 

„ Ey this time the Indians had prepared themſelves for the attack, it was near ole 
o'clock in the moruing of the ſeventeenth, when finding all the Eſquimaux quiet in 
their tents, they ruſhed forth {rom their ambuſcade, and fell on the poor unſuſpect i 
Creaturcs, unperceived till c:uſe at che very eves of their tente when they ſoou vega? 


the Lloody maſſacre, While 1 Hood novice in the rtar. 
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not be fo ingenuous as to own it. Had Me Paine been born amongtt 
Heathens Who have never yet enjoyed the advantages of Goſpel light, he 
might, like the groſs Idolaters of Pagan countries, have at preſent been a 
worſhipper of ſome or other contemptible and imaginary deity or deities. 
And happy, probably, for himſelf, and for others, too, had this been the 


H cafe i 


la a few ſeconds the horrible tcene commenced, it was {ſhocking beyond deſcription; 


the poor unhappy victims were ſurprized in the midſt of their ſleep, and had neither 


time nor power to make any reſiſtance: men, women and children, in all upwards 
ol twenty, ran out of their tents ſtark naked, and endeavoured to make their eſcape, 
but the Indians having poſſeſſion of all the land- ſide, to no place could they fly for 
ſhelter. One alternative only remained, that of jumping into the river : but as none 
of them attempted it, they all feli a ſacrifice to Indian barbarity ! 

« The ſhricks and groans of the poor expiring wretches were truly dreadful ; and 
my horror was much increaſed at ſeeing a young girl, ſeemingly about eighteen 
years of age killed ſo near me, that when the firſt ſpear was ſtruck into her ſide ſhe 
fell down at my feet, and twiſted round my legs, > that it was with difficulty that 
I could diſengage myſelf from her dying graips. As two Indian men purſued this 
unfortunate victim, I ſolicited very hard for her liſe; but the murderers made no 
reply till they had truck both their ſpears through her body, and transfixed her to 
the ground. And ſo hardened and ſo devoid of all feeling were theſe ruffians that 
they paid not the ſmalleſt regard to the ſhricks and agony of the poor wretch who 
was twining round their ſpears like an eel! Indeed, after receiving much abuſive 
language from them on the occaſion, I was at length obliged to deſire that they 
would be more expeditious in diſpatching their victim out of her miſery, otherwiſe 
I ſhould be obliged, out of pity, to aſſiſt in the friendly office of putting an end to 
the exiſtence of a fellow-creature who was ſo cruelly wounded. On this requeſt 
being made, one of the Indians haſtily drew his ſpcar from the place where it was 
firſt lodged, and pierced it through che breaſt near the heart. The love of life, 


however, even in this moſt miſerable ſtate, was ſo predominant, that though this 


* mipht juſtly be called the moſt merciful act that could be done for the poor creature, 


it ſeemed to be unwelcome; for though much exhauſted by pain and loſs of blood, 


* ſh? made ſeveral efforts to ward off the friendly blow. My ſituation and the 


terror of mind at beholding this butchery, cannot eatily be conceived, much leſs 

deſcribed ; thoavh I ſummoned up all the forticude I was maſter of on the occaſion, 

it was with difficulty that I could reicain from tears; and I am confident that my 

features muſt have feelingly expreſied how fincerely I was aiſeRed at the barbarous 

ſcene I then witneſſed ; even at this hour 1 cannot reflect on the tranſactions oi th 
--" BJ 
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vaſe! For though, no doubt, he would, in ſuch a ſituation, have bees 
totally ignorant of many things of which he at preſent has ſome knowledge, 
yet would he, at the ſame time, have perhaps, been alſo, infinitely freer 
from guilt, having lately fo unhappily employed his talents in the diſpatage- 
ment of Sacred Writ, * 

From what has been ſaid it is evident how much the devout practice of our 
Holy Religion has the promiſe of the life that nmwv ir—how greatly con- 
ducive it is to human improvement and to human felicity. Never, indeed, 
was there a religton in the world ſo wortby of regard as that cf the Bible, 
becauſe never was there any ſo beneficent to the miſerable ſons of men. Of 


what value are all the religions of the Heathen world when compared with 
the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, which breathes nothing but g/zry to Gd in the 
Lig ed, 


* Together with his attempts to depreciate the Bible, Mr Paine ſeems alſo hearti!y 
diſpoſed to vilify and traduce the character of the Chriſtian prieſthood ; yet, notwith- 
ſtanding his efforts for this purpoſe, 1 do not heſitate to ſay, (and I believe evcry 
reaſonable reſlecting perſon will agree with me) that, if every prieſt would diligently 
and conſcientiouſly perform the ſeveral moſt ardnous duties of his highly important and 
honourable profeſſion ; and if, at the ſame time, the people of whom he has the charge, 
would condeſcend to follow his advice, the clericat function would be foand to be, ot 
all others, the moſt ei“. The duty of a clergyman is to explain and inculcate the 
doctrines and precepts of the Bible, and thereby to perſuade men to obſerve, uniformly, 
fach a temper and conduct, as would not only promote their well-being in this wort, 
but (which is of infinitely more conſequence) would enſure their happineſs in the world 
to come. And what character on earth ſo uſeful, fo ſacred, ſo godlike as this! But 
it is no wonder that thoſe who diſhelicve theWord of God ſhould contemn and deſpiſc 
his miniſters. It is a remark of the late Doctor Johnſon, who was no prieſt, that 
* maleyolence to the clergy is ſeldom at a great diſtance from irrevezence ©: 
Religion.“ 

Neither, again, I preſame is it over- rating the uſefulneſs of the clergy to aſſert, tha! 
they have contributed, perhaps as much as any other deſcription of men, to promote 
the uſeſul arts amongſt mankind. Even the preſent improvements in Agriculture 
and Manufactures, in Chymiſtry, Phyſic, &c. are not a little indebted to their 
exertions in the purſuit of knowledge and of what may benefit the world. In a word, 
it muſt be evident to every intelligent mind, that Science in general owes much of is; 
preſent advanced ſtete to the liberal and nilofortic reſzarches of the ©27g7 9 
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higheſt, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.} Its own intrinſic value 
carries the ſtamp of Divinity along with it. The more we ſtudy it, the 
more we mult be convinced that it infinitely exceeds all human compoſition 
whatever, and that it is indeed and in truth a Revelation from Heaven for 
our good. The agreement of its ſeveral parts communicated to the world 
at various, and ſometimes, at far-diſt ant periods of time ;—the account 
it contains of the wonderful mercies and deliverances experienced by thoſe 
ho have unremittingly run /he way of God's commandments ;F—the reaſon- 
able, juſt, and exemplary puniſhments exhibited to us, as inflicted upon 
obſtinate offenders, both as a check to themſelves, and as a warning to 
vthers—all theſe concur to give us the higheſt ideas of the Bible, and io 
recommend it to our molt ſerious attention and regard. | 
Nay, were this Sacred Volume only a human compoſition (to which, it 
muſt be clear to every diſcerning perſon, it is infinitely ſuperior,) it would, 
notwithſtanding, effectually reward our pains in paying the ſtricteſt attention 
to its precepts z ſince to do ſo, would be the beſt method we could adopt in 
order to promote our well-being here. But when we are ſufficiently affured 
that its authority is divine, every argument in its favour receives additional 
weight, in proportion as the pleaſures of eternity exceed thofe of time both 
in degree and duratioaz or, as the maxims of divine and eternat 
wiſdom excel thoſe of the limited and narrow capacities of human beings. 
On all theſ: accounts, then, the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftamenr 
ought to be conſidered by us as a diſpenſation of the greateſt Love the world 
ever knew, —exhibiting the Creator of the human race as diſpenſing to his 
zvolted creatures innumerable meicies and benefits, and every thing beſides 
that 


lt is true indeed and a moſt lamentable truth it is—that amongit thoſe who profeſs 
themſelves the followers of Jeſus Chriſt, too many live in a manner diametrically oppoſite 
o what the Bible recommends. But though ſuch ill-living Chriſtians have, unhappily, 
dut roo great an influence, in bringing a ſcandal and a reproach upon the Religion of 
Chriſt, by which means they ſtrengthen and abet the cauſe of Infidelity z yet ought it 
to be candidly conſidered, that fuch an evil conduct in Chriſtians ſo called is by no 
means to be aſcribed to Chriſtianity. It would, indeed, be no difficult matter ta 
prove that all thoſe amongſt us, whoſe general conduct is in any reſpe& derogatory 
to the honour of God, or injurious to man, haves little more af Guriſtianity, either ws 
weir temper or conduR, than barely the game. 
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that can conduce to their temporal and eternal good ; on the one hand, 
alluring them with the promiſes of happineſs both here and hereafter, as a 
reward of their obedience; and, on the other hand, ſetting before them 
the dreadful conſequences of perfiiting in what both Reaſon and Religion 
condemn Happy, therefore, yea, thrice happy, are the people who can 
he perſuaded cordially co embrace this unparalleled ſyſtem of Divine truth 
and moral excellence, and to make its laws the rule and guide of their lives! 

Should any who now hear me be diſpoſed to controvert the arguments 1 
have advanced in tupport of the bliſsful rendency of Revelation, and to 
embrace the gloomy doctrines of Injidelity, all | would fay to ſuch is this 
if you really believe the Religion of the Bible to be inimical to human felicity, 
then throw oft all rite talutary reftraints it recommends, purſi.e the bent of 
vor 0Wn Vicious inclinations, give the reins to your Juſts, your paſſions, 
your invidinate apretites—ail which, you know, the Bible forbids, but in 
vain, foibids to you —la this manner, I ſay, plunge into all the deceitful 
pleaſres of lin, and then await the conſequence. I will not deny that you 
may find a fort cf embiuered pleaſure in a licentious courſe of life. But 
bow ſhlort-lired, even ſuch a pleaſure! Its duration, as the Scriptures affert, 
End your own experiegee will confirm the aſſertion) is but for a ſeaſon; 
yea, and tor fo very ſhort a {caſon, that when over and paſt, it will appear on 
;errolpetion to have been only momentary, though the bittern-ſs and 
remorle that follow may not ſo ſoon be terminated. Let me, however, 
;emind you that unleſs you ſee your folly ia time, and repent and forſake it, 
zou will inevitably ſcel, to your unſpeakable coft, the moſt fatal and deſtruc- 
iive conſcquences from a life thus devoted to the purſuit of the ſenſual plea · 
res and erjoyments of the preſent world. The experience of thouſands 
will atteſt the truth of this declaration. How many in our own times have 
we known, who have ſacriſiced their health, their ſubſtance, their reputation, 
their peace of mind, and in ſhort, every thing valuable, to the empoiſoned cup 
of Veentious indulgence, held cut to giddy and unthinking mortals by the 
1nyiting, but treacherous, hand of ſinful pleature ! 

Not that yuu are to fupp ſe the Bible prohibits any pleaſures but ſuch 2s 
art revily hurtful to as, and ſich as, when inordinately purſued, would in- 
lallib'y be productive of miſery in the end, A moderate aud ia» iul indul- 
yence, therefore, ct the ſgreral paſſions implanted in us by our Creator, and 
ſuch as the Jaw of 1:a{5n does not diſapprove, is by no means forbidden by 
the law cf God, Theſe natural propeaſities, when regulated by Reaſon and 
by Religion, might greatly contribute to our preſent comfort: whereas, If 
"I . 13 
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is well known, that whenever we tranſgreſs the bounds of moderation in the 
purſuit of any earthly good whatever, we no longer conſult our true pleaſure, 
but in reality become enemies to our own peace and happineſs, 

Setting aſide, therefore, for the preſent, the conſideration of the Religion of 
the Holy Scriptures with reſpect to a future ſtate, let me beſeech all of you, as 
you value only what is conducive to your preſent Felicity, to pay an unreſerved 
regard to the directions of your Bible. Depend upon it, you will find, by 
happy experience, that this is the only method by which you can ſecure to 
yourſelves any real ſatisfaction in this life. 

And this conduct will, moreover, be no leſs effectual to ſilence the ſlan- 

derers of our Holy Religion. Let the encmies of the Bible behold the happy 
influence it has on the lives of its friends, and they will be aſhamed to utter 
their cenſures againſt it, Nay, may we not hope, that by this means, they 
will be induced to embrace the Religion it reveals, and to pay an implicit 
obedience to its laws? It is principally owing to the iniquitous lives of the 
profeſſors of Revealed Religion that Infidels are furniſhed with a handle 
againſt us, and emboldened to propagate their deſtructive tenets. In order 
then to arreſt the progreſs of Infidelity, and cf courſe, to promote human 
happineſs, let the world ſee what genuine peace—what genuine pleaſure they 
enjoy, whole lives are conſtantly under the regulation of Holy Writ. 
Bat, notwithſtanding the great and manifold advantages with regard to 
the life that now is, which muſt neceſſarily arif? from a regular obedience to 
the moral precep's of Scripture ; yer, it is certain, that theſe are but ſmail 
and inconfiderable when ſer in competition with the unſpeakable e joyments 
of the % to come, even with the glory that /ball hereafter be rev2x ed,“ and 
with that crown of righteouſne/t which the Lord. the righteous Judge ſhall 
ive, at the day of final accounts, unte all them that love his appearing f. 
lt may therefore be proper, before I conclude, to beſtow ſome conſideration 
an { important a ſubject-a ſubject which, above all others, claims our moſt 
ferious attention and care. 

Now, admitting our condition here to be ever fo proſperous, — allowing 
ne whole of life to be one uninterrupted ſcene of peace, happineſs, and plea- 
are; yet, fill we are certain, the day will come about, and we know not 
now ſoon, on which the healthieſt, the ſtrongeſt, the moſt proſperous of the 
tons of men, muſt yield to the all-conquering ſtroke of death. Tf is apprent- 
unte all mn once to die, ſays an apoſtle. Experience and obſervation, 
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ſpeak the ſame language. And when that awful moment arrives, as arrive it 
will to all, though, then, it will no doubt afford a ſatis faction to reflect we had 
lived agreeably to whatReaſon directs, yet—on a death-bed, when all earthly 
icenes, however dear, are vaniſhing from before us, or rather, we from them 
what can furniſh the human ſoul with ſuch comfort and conſolation as the 
cheering proſpect of a happy immortality beyond the grave! At that event- 
ful criſis, it is only the righteous—only thoſe who ſincerely believe and obey 
the Goſpel, that can have hope in death. Such and no other, ſhall moſt aſ- 
ſuredly be uſhered into the Paradiſe of God; and, at the reſurreQion of the 
juſt, ſhall be introduced into ſuch a boundleſs region of pleaſure—ſhall enter 
on the enjoyment of ſach an immenſity of happineſs and delight, as the hu- 
man mind can have no conception of while it dwells in its preſent groſs and 
periſhable body. 

What an animating and enlivening thought is this to the dying Chriftian ! 
How triumphantly may he paſs the gloomy vale of death, whoſe faith preſents 
to the eye of his mind ſuch a glorious proſpect of the inviſible world, and, at 
the ſame time, with as great a certainty of its reality, as he once had of the 
objects of ſenſe when preſented to his bodily eyes! 

Conſider, on the other hand, how di eadful the proſpect, either of annihila- 
tion, or of being for ever miſerable! And all who continue to live in an ha- 
bitual diſobedience to the Divine law, muſt, in their own minds, be convinced 
that one or other of theſe diſmal ſtates will be their inevitable portion at laſt, 

And with regard to the Deiſt, the moſt that can be ſaid for him is. that 
after the very beſt uſe of his reaſoning faculties, he muſt ſtill be in a gloomy 
doubt and uncertainty with reſpect to futurity z—nor can he poſſibly know, by 
the utmoſt efforts of his mind, whether he ſhall ever be conſcious of any ſtate 
of exiſtence hereafter or not, either of bliſs or of woe, It is the glorious 
Goſpel of Chrift alone that has diſcovered to us the certainty of a ſtate 
of Retribution in another life after the preſent, and that has brought Life 
and Immortality to light. | 

Let us, however, always remember that, in order to ſhare in the tranſcen- 
dent bleſfings of the Goſpel, either in he liſæ that nw is or in {hat whit» 
is to come, it is neceflary that we poſſeſs a firm and lively faith in its Divine 
Author. For, without ſich a faith, it is impeſ/ible to pleaſe God, and not 
to pleaſe him is to incur his wrath and diſpleaſure. 

Beſides, it is evidently owing to a want of faith that every wilful breach r 
the Divine Law, and in conſequence, moſt of the miſery in the world, is 10 
be attributed. Whoever, therefore, knowingly perfeverss in a courle o 
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:niquity of any kind, may be juſtly pronounced to be under the influence of 
Infidelity. And he who thus, through ar evi! heart of unbelief, habitually 
tranſgreſſes the commands of God, beſides rendering himſelf miſerable here, 
forfeits, moreover, all title to the benefits of a Redeemer—all hopes of 
heavenly happineſs hereafter, and of courſe, muſt expect to ſhare the 
dreadful portion of the wicked in the %% fo come. Por it is a want of this 
ſaving and operative grace of Faith that will not only deprive the ſinner of that 
eternal Salvation which God offers to us in his Son, but will. over and above 
this, fink him in endleſs perdition. He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
laſting life: and he that believeth not the Son, all not ſee life; but the 
evrath of Gd abideth on him. If ye believe not that I am he, ſays our 
bleſſed Lord, ye all die in your fins + 

Hence we may learn the heinouſneſs of unbelief. It is evident that it is a 
fn of a much deeper die, and a fin, too, much more common than moſt 
people ſeem to be aware of. Let me, therefore, entreat each of vou, as 
you value your preſent and future well-being, to examine and ſearch your 
own heart, and that with the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny and impartiality. Endeavour to 
iind out whether any ſeeds of this vice may not be ſecretly Jurking within 
your breaſt, ready to produce, as occaſions may offer, the ſinful fruits of 
unrighteouſneſs in your outward life. 

As a further reaſon for diveſting yourſelf of this ſource of iniquity, conſider 
with what ſeverity the Almighty has frequently puniſhed offenders of this 
ſtamp. What provoked God to exclude the children of Iſrael, the deſcen- 
dants of Abraham, who was the Father of the faithful and the friend 
Cod, from the promiſed inheritance of Canaan, a land that fliaved awith 
milk and honey, and which was the glory of all lands ? Was it not becauſe 
of their murmurings and rebellions againſt Him in the Wilderneſs, occa- 
fioned through unbelief in his promiſes? But with whom was he grieve? 
farty years ? ſays the Apoſtle to the Hebrews (Chap. iii. 17, 18, and 19. 
was it not with them that had ſinned, whoſe carcaſes fell in the wildernzf; * 
And to whom ſeware he that they ſhould not enter into his reſt, but to ther 
Wat believed not? So we ſee that they could not enter in becauſs ef 
unbelief. | 
Here let us obſerve, that as the Children of Iſrael were delivered from 
Egyptian bondage, and promiſed on their obedience to the Divine laws, the 
dlightfal country of Canaan for an inheritance ; and yet, after all, through 
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unbelief, cancelled every obligation on the part of Heaven to beftow this 
promiſed bleſſing upon them: ſo, Chriſt offers to deliver us from the 
bondage of ſin and death (of which the Egyptian bondage was an emblem), 
and to tranſlate us into the inheritance of the ſaints in light, provided we 
believe and obey him. If. however, we give no credence to his word; 
if, through want of faith in his promiſes, we reje& ſuch gracious offers, 
and make no conſcience of obeying his laws, we ſhall not only be excluded 
from the heavenly Canaan, but ſhall, moreover, be doomed for ever to 
wander in the howling wilderneſs of darkneſs, horror, and deſpair. 

Again, the ſame fin of unbelief and obſtinare refuſal of the Goſpel, did 
afterwards provoke God to caſt off the poſterity of theſe Iſraelites, even the 
ancient Jews his peculiar people. Becauſe of unbelief, ſays St. Paul in his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, they awere broken off, and thou flandeſt by faith. Be 
not high»=minded but fear. And what rendered this their unbelief the more 
inexcuſable was, that the Gofpel of Chriſt, beſides its own intrinſic worth, 
came atteſted to them by miracles the moſt amazing, and moſt beneficent to 
many of their own people. The works that I ds in my Father's name, ſaid 
our bleſſed Saviour to them, they bear witneſs of me; but ye believe not. J 

And becauſe their offspring, the prefent Jews, ſtill perſiſt in the infidelity 
of their forefathers, they cominue even to this day, to be fugitives and 
vagabonds in the earth, being (as the Scriptures had repeatedly foretold they 
ſhould be) diſperſed in almoſt alt countries in the world; and in general, 
contemned, deffiſed, and oppreſed wherever they are; baving no authority, 
no empire, nor any ſettled abode as a nation. 

Thus do they afford a convincing proof of the awful judgements of 
God againſt unbelievers. They would not believe in the Lord of life and 
glory, but on the contrary, treated him as a common malefactor, and out 
him to a cruel and ignominious death. Hir blood be on us and on gur 
children, was the horrid imprecation they uttered in order to promate his 
crucifixion 3 and how wonderfully have theſe words been fulfilled vpon them 


ever lince! 


But 
+ Regions of ſorrow, dolce ful ſnades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell, hope never comes 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
Wich cver-buruing ſulphur unconſumed, Mit ron. 
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But though, for their rejection and murder of the Meſhah, they have long 
been an aſtoniſhment, a proverb, and a by-word among all nations ;* yet are 
they, notwithſtanding, (agreeably to various predictions in the Bible) mitra» 
culouſly preſerved to this day, a diſtinct and ſeparate people from all the 
world beſides. 

Now, it it ſhould be remembered that ſuch very remarkable and awful 
circumſtances have never befallen any people in the world beſides the 
jews. And this, by the way, affords even a viſible, and therefore, a moſt 
incontrovertible proof of the authenticity and Divine authority of the Scrip+ 
tures. Moſt amazing, aſtoniſhing, and even incredible events which, it 
was foretold in the Bible many hundreds of years ago, ſhould befall God's 
ancient people for their rejection of the Goſpel of his Son, Have now 
&CTUALLY COME TO PASS BEFORE OUR KYES. Let every Deiſt conſider 
this with the attention which is due to it, and no longer doubt either the 
truth or Divine inſpiration of the Bible, bat willingly yield to it that credit 
and obedience it fo juſtly deſerves, 

As, however, we are taught by an inſpired Apoſtle, that a period ſhall 
at length arrive when all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved,—and ungodlineſs /hall be 
turned away from Jacob, f let us therefore pray,—not only in behalf of 
the Jews (who, during ſuch a number of ages and becauſe of their per- 
ſererence in unbelief, have ſuffered ſo many and ſuch dreadful calamities), 


but for all of whatever nation or language, who have not yet embraced the 


Goſpel, —in the words of one of the collects of our Church: ** O merciful 
* God, who haſt made all men, and hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, 
* nor wouldeſt the death of a finner, but rather that he ſhould be converted 
* and live, Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks, 
and take from them all ignorance, hardneſs of heart, and comempt of thy 
* word; and fo fetch them home, bleſſed Lord, to thy flock, that they 
* may be ſaved among the remnant of the true Iſtaelites, and be made one 
fold and one ſhepherd, under Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 

* with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end, Amen.” 
Deiſts and Infidels, we know, are generally diſp»ſed to cavil at the plan of 
alvation by Jeſus Chrift as a matter not to be thoroughly inveſtigated by 
the powers of human Reaſon. But, if we conſider this ineſtimable bleſſing, 
we ſhall find in it at leaſt nothing inconfi/tert with Reaſon. For, with- 
out attempting ſacrilegiouſly to pry imo the inſcrutable ways of Heaver, 
by impertinently endeavouring to accunt why the Almighty Father required 
I 1118 
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his beloted Son to offer himſelf a ſacrifice for the redemption of mankind 
from the fad conſequences of their fins, ſuffice it to ſay, that it is perfeQly 
agreeable to Reaſon to ſuppoſe that God, out of his infinite wiſdom and love 
to the human race, choſe this method for their ſalvation, as preferable to any 
other, and as adapted, with the utmoſt propriety, to anſwer the important 
purpoſe for which it was intended, namely, that of reconciling a guilty 
world ro his favour and friendſhip. 

Beſides this, we are aſſured both by Reaſon and Scripture that 7he blood of 
bulls and of goats could not take away fins, and obtain eternal redemption for 
45; and without an atonement for ſin was made by ſome efficacious means, it 
does not ſeem reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the juſtice of an infinitely pure and 
perfect God, whoſe nature is fo abhorrent from all iniquity, could be ſatisfied, 
Our reaſon further ſuggeſts that neither could any mortal man expiate or 
make atonement for his own paſt tranſgreſſions, much leſs could he or any 
number of ſinful men atone for the tranſgreſſions of a loſt world. Nor, 
again, can we fuppoſe that the angels were adequate to ſo mighty an under- 
taking, ſince they are created beings of limited capacities and faculties, 
None therefore remained, jt would appear, who was able to take pity on 
the human race when fallen from priſtine perfection and happineſs, but 
Him whoſe righteouſneſs is inexhauſtible, and <vho of God is made unto 
us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctiſcation and reaemption ;* even 
that Divine Perſon who, being in the form of Cod. thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God; but made himſelf of u reputation, and took upon hin 
the form of a ſervant, and was made in the likencſs of mens and being 
Fund in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, aud became obedient unt 
death, even the death of the crof5.7 

And © our only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt thus dying for us“ hath, “ by bis 
precious blood ſhedding,” t not only made our peace with God, but by tis 
return to life again after being three days in the grave, hath given us the 
Krongeſt evidence of that moſt comfortable doctrine, e reſurrediom of tr 
b:dy. It was indeed a ſignal proof of the Divine wiſdom and goodneſs, that 
the death of Chriſt ſhould thus anſwer two moſt important purpoſes— 
ſhould be the means of our reconciliation with God, and at the fame time, 
produce an event, his reſurrection from the dead, which, as a proof ot 
our reſurrection, might fill us with the moſt plealing hope and certain 


expectation of everlaſting life. | . 
We 
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We may here farther obſerve, that ſuch a proceeding in Providence with 
regard to our Redemption, beſides evincing the tender mercies and arvellaus 
ſering- Hinducſi of the Moſt High towards the miſerable ſons of men, exhibirs 
to us, alſo, the malignant and deteſtable nature of fin, which nothing leſs 
than the ſhedding of the precious blood of the incarnate Son of God could 
expiate and atone for, 

Nay, if we regard only our preſent welfare, the Scripture account of 
Chriſt redeeming us by the ineftimable price of his own blood, from the 
fatal conſequences of our fins, is a doctrine calculated to promote, in every 
reſpect, our temporal good. Such aſtoniſhing love on the part of Heaven, if 
we have any ſenſe of the greatneſs of the benefit, cannot fail ro excite our de- 
vouteſt gratitude, to banith all pride apd feif-arrogance from our hearts, to 
promote humility and every other amiable and engaging virtue; and in ſhort, 
to fabliſh us in every good word and work®* | 

What has been ſaid under this head may ſerve to convince us how accumu- 
lated and enormous the guilt of thoſe mult be, who not only diſbelieve the record 
that God gave of his Son, but, moreover, ſtudiouſly endeavour to diſſemi- 
nate the ſeeds of infidelity in a world in which it already, with all its ſinful 
fruits, but too much abounds. Our reaſon in this caſe would ſuggeſt to us, that 
ſurely for ſuch will hereafter be aſſigned a more than ordinary puniſhment, 
And, conformably to reaſon, the Goſpel declares, that if he that deſpiſed 
Moſes” law died without mercy, of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be 
thought worthy, aubo hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blond of the covenant, herewith be avas ſandtified, an unholy thing, and 
bath done deſpite unte the Spirit of grace. 

As a proof of the ſtncerity of his deiſtical tenets, the Author of the Age of 
Reaſon informs us that, when ili of a tever, from which he was not expected 
even dy himſelf to recover, he remembered with renewed f{atisfation that 
ne had written the firſt part of the Age of Reaſon, and that, therefore, he 
xnew by experience the conſcientious trial of his own principles. To all 
this it is well replied, by a pious and learned Prelate, that © though this de- 
claration of Mr Paine might be a proof of the ffrcerity of his perſuaſions, yet 
it could not be any proof of the /ruth of his principles.” 

And does not the apoſtle St. Paul inform us that there ſhall be fome wh 
will nyt receive the love of the truth that they night be ſaved, and ta awhone 
en that account, God ſhall ſend flrong aclujions, permitting thein to believs 
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lie? The Spirit of God, we are further told, will not always flrive with 
man ;+ and certain it is, that there have been but too many lamentable 
inſtances of men who, having long reſiſted the ſpirit of grace and ny 
liking to retain Cod in their knowledge, have at laſl been given over by Hin 
fo a reprobate mind, tio eat of the fruit of their own ways, and to be 
filled with their own devices.) 

How far this may be the caſe with Mr Paine, it belongs not to me to 
determine. I ſincerely hope that the door of mercy may yet be open for 
him, and that the Saviour, who is ever ready to receive every penitent 
fnner, is fill by his Spirit knocking for entrance at the door of his heart, 
May he at laſt hear the voice of the Son of God and live! May he give 
free and full admittance to ſo honourable a gueſt ! And, having repented 
that he had baſely denied the Lord that bought him, may he ſo ſincerely 
and cordially believe in Chriſt as to obſerve an uniform and devout obedience 
to his laws; and then ſhall he, with other true penitents, moſt aſſuredly 
be ſaved. | 

For ought we know to the contrary, Thomas Paine may yet become, as 
fome other Deiſts have, a ſtriking monument of the Divine mercy ;—he 
may ſtill live to declare to the world the evil and deſtructive nature of un- 
deliet, and the Jong-ſuffering goodneſs of God in reſcuing him from the 
gulph of perdition. In this hope then, let us all, in the ſpirit of Chriſtian 
charity pray, that, ere long, ſuch may be the caſe with this noted unbeliever; 
and that he may henceforth become the honoured inſtrument of converting 
more to God by the conſpicuouſneſs of a genuine repentance than thoſe he 
has hitherto occaſioned to err from the faith by the ſophiſtry of his Age of 
Reaſin, But to return: 

With regard to the compoſure of mind and conſcious approbation ex- 
perienced by Mr Paine when the ſhafts of death ſeemed pointed at his breaſt, 
I ſhall only obſerve, that frequently have I ſtood by the bed of the fick, and 
witneſſed the deepeſt regret and remorſe for their having been, during the 
ſeaſon of health, inattentive to the directions of the Bible, and to that great 
falvation through Jeſus Chriſt which it diſcovers to the world; but never 
yet have I met with one who lamented that he had through life made the 


Scriptures his guide. Inftead of this, what comfort and conſolation, what 


ardent defire to depart, and ts be with Chrift ;*—to bs abſent from the bod 
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„116 be preſent with the Lord,] has the conſciouſneſs of having lived as the 
Goſpel directs, inſpired the devout Chriſtian with at a time when all earthly 
eomforts were deſerting him. Death, which is a terror to the unbe/tever, 
groves thus to the faithful a moſt welcome viſitor, freeing kim from the: 
toubles of human life ;—opening to him the porta's of an evetlaſting day z 
and uſhering him into the company of ze /p:rizs of juſt men made perfect. 

In that bliſsfal ſtate he ſhall meet again lis neareſt and dearet rotating 
and friends who have died in the faith and fear et God, and ſhait be for ever 
united with them in the cloſeſt bond of friendſhip, harmony, and love. 
And here, alſo, ſhall he remain trill the judgement of the great day. Art th3t 
eventful period his ſleeping duſt thail, by the found of the trumpet, be raifed 
from the grave; and, being f/himmed lite unto the g/oriour body of Crit,“ 
hall be united to his ſoul never more to be ſeparated. After which he n 
de welcomed, by his Redeemer, with Came thou blefed of my Father, inherit 
ihe kingdom prepared for thee from the foundation of the world.*" 
fs happineſs and bliſs being now conſummated, he ſhail immediately 
join the delightful ſociety of glorified ſaints and angels, yca, he ſhall become 
an aſſeſſor with the great God himſelf, whoſe preſence will perpetually 
ſpire joy and gladneſs into his heart. 

To conclude, in this completely bleſt abode, all Ve 71/7 wvho. have lived by 
faith (hill enjoy for ever pleaſures without alloy—ple-aſures which eye hath 
wt fon, vor ear heard, neither hath it eniered into the hezrt of man to con- 
ret even thoſe pleaſures which are at Gd"s right hand for evermore.) 

O bleſſed and ſaperlatively happy ſtate! May the Divine Spirit fo 
treng:'hen our faith in that Book of books, the Holy B ble, as to enable us 
incerely to believe the reality of all thoſe glorious things that are ſpoken of 

ve, O city of God ;} and, as the fruits of that belief, 72 vat in all the 
r which the Lord our God hath commanded ut. J Then ſhall we not only 
*2ur2 to ourſelves a portion of the felicity of the preſent lite, but ſhal! 
ereafter, arrive at that 5% City, the Fearenly Feruſal:in, where joys 

nutterable ſhall for ever abound ; | 
*ath, neither ſorrow mor crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain, for 


and where there hall be no more 


e. former things are paſſed away, and behcld all things are made neau. \ 
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